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Mickey Rooney Claims Elder
Abuse

Actor's testimony to Congress helps spur bill
for new crackdown
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Mickey Rooney testifies before the Senate Special Committee on Aging. — Charlie
Archambault

En espariol | Actor Mickey Rooney’s dramatic March 2 testimony as a
victim of elder abuse helped dramatize an underreported crime that
costs millions of older Americans nearly $3 billion a year and prompted
Washington lawmakers to escalate efforts to focus federal and state
prosecutors’ attention on the crime.

A veteran of more than 300 film roles, the 90-year-old Rooney took the
congressional spotlight, telling a U.S. Senate committee investigating
abuse that he had been financially exploited and “stripped of the ability
to make even the most basic decisions about my life.” His daily life, he
said, became “unbearable.”

DISCOUNTS &
BENEFITS

Members have exclusive online

Senate Aging Committee Chairman Herb Kohl (D-Wis.) told Rooney
that he would file legislation to create an Office of Elder Justice in the

U.S. Department of Justice and seek up to $20 million to strengthen access to hundreds of free

local law enforcement and protection efforts. printable grocery coupons.
Kohl's committee also heard

testimony that the severe

financial pressure on state

governments was curtailing

their ability to protect the

Members receive in-store savings
at Walgreens when they show
their AARP membership card.

Members receive a 20% discount

elderly at a time when the - ) ]
- L - on NEW installation and
nation’s older population is F o )
. activation of ADT® Companion
growing.

Service®.
The star of the week was

Rooney, who in February Members receive exclusive

http://www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving/info-03-2011/mickey-rooney-claims-elder-abuse.htmlI[5/18/2011 11:51:56 AM]


http://www.aarp.org/bulletin/
http://www.aarp.org/espanol/familia/prestar-cuidado/info-03-2011/Mickey-Rooney-alega-maltrato.html
http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/info-03-2011/are-you-being-financially-abused-by-a-family-member.html

http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3b0b/0/0/%2a/h;44306;0-0;0;44856949;3496-180/35;0/0/0;u=,aarp-12601228_1305733586,11f837b9e984527,family_parenting,aarp.health_m-cm.polit_l-cm.jobs_l-cm.ent_l;~okv=;net=aarp;u=,aarp-12601228_1305733586,11f837b9e984527,family_parenting,aarp.health_m-cm.polit_l-cm.jobs_l-cm.ent_l;;pos=sponsorship;topic=null;taxonomy=Caregiving;publisher=Division:AARPBulletinToday;source=aarpbulletintoday;grab=all;adv_accept=commercial;~aopt=2/1/ff/0;~sscs=%3f
http://www.aarp.org/
http://www.aarp.org/benefits-discounts/
http://www.aarp.org/health/
http://www.aarp.org/money/
http://www.aarp.org/work/
http://www.aarp.org/personal-growth/
http://www.aarp.org/politics-society/
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/love-sex/
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/pets/
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/genealogy/
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving/
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/grief-loss/
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/experts/
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/friends-family/
http://www.aarp.org/home-garden/
http://www.aarp.org/food/
http://www.aarp.org/travel/
http://www.aarp.org/entertainment/
http://games.aarp.org/
http://www.aarp.org/technology/
http://www.aarp.org/giving-back/
https://appsec.aarp.org/MSS/join/application?keycode=U8LX53
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving-resource-center/LTCC/
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving-resource-center/LTCC/
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving-resource-center/LTCC/
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving-resource-center/LTCC/
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving/info-01-2011/caregiver_map.html
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving/info-01-2011/caregiver_map.html
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving/info-01-2011/caregiver_map.html
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving/info-01-2011/caregiver_map.html
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving/info-01-2011/caregiver_map.html
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving/info-09-2010/women_long-term_care_quiz.html
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving/info-09-2010/women_long-term_care_quiz.html
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving/info-09-2010/women_long-term_care_quiz.html
http://www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving/info-03-2011/mickey-rooney-claims-elder-abuse.html;andsort/_date_D:S:d1/sort/_date_D:L:d1/start/30.html
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aarp.org%2Frelationships%2Fcaregiving%2Finfo-03-2011%2Fmickey-rooney-claims-elder-abuse.html
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aarp.org%2Frelationships%2Fcaregiving%2Finfo-03-2011%2Fmickey-rooney-claims-elder-abuse.html
http://www.aarp.org/benefits-discounts/discounts/shopping.html#gcc?intcmp=ASI-RR-CARE
http://www.aarp.org/benefits-discounts/discounts/shopping.html#gcc?intcmp=ASI-RR-CARE
http://www.aarp.org/benefits-discounts/discounts/shopping.html#gcc?intcmp=ASI-RR-CARE
http://www.aarp.org/benefits-discounts/discounts/shopping.html#walgreens?intcmp=ASI-RR-CARE
http://www.aarp.org/benefits-discounts/discounts/shopping.html#walgreens?intcmp=ASI-RR-CARE
http://www.aarp.org/benefits-discounts/discounts/services.html#ADTCompanionService?intcmp=ASI-RR-CARE
http://www.aarp.org/benefits-discounts/discounts/services.html#ADTCompanionService?intcmp=ASI-RR-CARE
http://www.aarp.org/benefits-discounts/discounts/services.html#ADTCompanionService?intcmp=ASI-RR-CARE

https://appsec.aarp.org/MSS/join/application?keycode=U8LX53
https://appsec.aarp.org/MSS/renew/findMe?keycode=U8LX53
http://www.aarp.org/benefits-discounts/services_discounts_list/
https://secure2.convio.net/aarp1/site/Donation2?idb=2090636920&df_id=1174&1174.donation=form1&JServSessionIdr004=2vlu6dwzv1.app220b
http://www.aarp.org/giving-back/volunteering/
http://www.aarp.org/help/
http://www.aarp.org/online-community/forward/login.action

Pill Identifer
Prepare to Care Guide

See All Tools »

most

POPULAR

Viewed [}

1. 5 Myths About Sex
and Aging

2. How Could They
Break Up Now?

3. Cougars and Their
Cubs

4. Sex After 50

5. Sexting Not Just
for Kids

6. How Does Your
Relationship Rate?

7. Mickey Rooney
Claims Elder Abuse

8. Are You Ready for
Your Future?

9. Brand New Sex
With Same Old
Spouse

10. Your Top Sex,
Dating and
Relationship
Questions
Answered

Recommended (4]

Commented (4]

Mickey Rooney Claims Elder Abuse, Testifies Before Senate Committee - AARP Bulletin

Elder Abuse 2010

Number of States Reporting
Increase in Calls

Financial
Exploitation

b3
il

sought court protection from
his stepson Chris Aber and EouE A ch oy e
Aber’s wife, Christina,

accusing them of withholding

basic necessities such as

food and medicine while draining him financially.

A judge at Los Angeles Superior Court appointed a temporary
conservator for Rooney's affairs and ordered the couple to stay away
from him. Chris Aber is the son of Jan Chamberlin, Rooney's wife of 32
years, and through his lawyer he denied the allegations to ABC News.

For years, Rooney told the Senate Special Committee on Aging, he
was afraid to seek help because he was "overwhelmed" with fear,
anger and disbelief.

"Sometimes the transition from being in control of your life to having
absolutely no control is swift, but other times it is so gradual that you
wonder exactly when it truly began," he said.

"Over the course of time, my daily life became unbearable. ... | felt
trapped, scared, used and frustrated. But above all, | felt helpless," the
testimony read. "For years | suffered silently, unable to muster the
courage to seek the help | knew | needed.”

Rooney said fighting abuse is complicated because you are not just
dealing with your own fears but you are also dealing with family
relationships. "Because of your love for other family members, you
might feel hesitant to come forward," he said.

Rooney's conservator, Michael Augustine, told the AARP Bulletin that
the actor is "completely competent.” Elder abuse can happen even to
people with sharp minds and good health, he said.

Millions may suffer

Rooney's testimony comes

as the Senate Special Bill Newcott interviews Mickey
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Healthcare System, interviewed 4,000 older adults in the most ;la;gmatu.;om-
extensive study to date on elder abuse and mistreatment in New York.

For every case that's reported, he said, some two dozen go
undetected.

In his testimony before the committee, Lachs said he plans to urge
lawmakers to provide funding to states to develop elder abuse centers
in which physicians, social workers, law enforcement, financial experts
and others would work together to identify victims — and protect them
against exploitation. He said two such centers, created recently in New
York City, could serve as national models.
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& 4:46 PM ON MAY 12, 2011
| feel abused by a government system that continues to
nickel and dime
my social security disability benefits while promising publicly
not to do so. | have just stopped the department of
education from filching $176.00 per mo.from my social
security disability checks through a program | was oringinally
told didn't exsist, Moreover, they are still holding money that
the law says they owe me. Although, they have stated they
will return the over payment it has been weeks since I,ve
received any responce. Why can they take money with such
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swiftness and it takes forever to return it without interest on
the on my dollars? No sooner than they stopped taking
education money paid at 30% interest plus penalties, now
medicare part B wants $115.00 per mo. up from $98.00 per
mo., for those already receiving this benifit. Another bad
point, regarding this system with SSD is they have a waiting
period of two years before you receive medicare benifits after
you are determined disabled, talk about abuse please!!!!

el | . Report Abuse
luisfer
3:04 PM ON MAY 7, 2011
MICKEY,

IF YOU NEED HELP IM WILLING TO HELP YOU,DONT
ALLOW ANYBODY TO DISRESPECT YOU. NO MATTER IF
YOU ARE AN ELDER... THATS WHATS WRONG WITH
OUR COUNTRY OUR MORALS ARE FALLING AND THE
RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER IS WASTING AWAY!!
AMERICA BETTER CHECK ITSELF BEFORE WE GET
SUCKED AWAY!II

el | . Report Abuse

pring9

8:25 PM ON MAY 6, 2011

| was very surprised to hear about -Mickey Rooney and his
troubles he was so well known you would think the family
would be very dilligent in the care they gave him and not
treat him like some kind of fool.There is so much
mistreatment of the elderly, physical and mental it should be
a crime either way and the elderly as well as anyone who
needs extra care should be treated with respect at all times.
It is good to bring all the caretaking of the elderly or the
infirm to light and anyone not doing the right thing should be
punished, maybe a little jail time would refresh their outlook
on caregiving.

| : Report Abuse
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Mickey Rooney (third from left) and eighth wife Jan Chamberlin with her sons and his
stepsons Mark (left) and alleged elder abuser Chris Aber (right), in the 1980s. —
Darlene Hammond/Getty Images

) ) Resources lacking
benefits & effect social

change. Join Today But funding for assistance and prevention programs remains scarce,
despite increasing reports of abuse. Marie-Therese Connolly, director
of the Washington, D.C.-based group Life Long Justice program, which
advocates for justice on behalf of older adults, told the committee that

relationships Congress has yet to appropriate "a single cent to implement the Elder
TOO LS Justice Act enacted in 2010 or the 2006 elder justice amendments to
the Older Americans Act."
Long-term
Care N ) -
The situation is not much better in the nation's cash-strapped states,
Calculator )
where budget cuts and layoffs loom. According to a report released
Wednesday by the Government Accountability Office, "Elder Justice:
Stronger Federal Leadership Could Enhance National Response to
— State-by- Elder Abuse," state Adult Protective Services (APS) programs around
fﬁ_i;} State the country face growing caseloads, dwindling resources and
S Advance inadequate funding.
Directives
The report said federal leadership was lacking in efforts to provide
state agencies with information on effective solutions, legal and
Long-term otherwise, to resolve abuse cases. It called collaboration between APS
Care Quiz - - ) .
officials, law enforcement officials, prosecutors and financial institutions
inadequate.
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AARP's Public Policy Institute has just released a separate report
looking at states' ability to manage increased demand for Adult
Protective Services. It found that financial exploitation was behind
increased calls to APS in 24 states and the District of Columbia last
year. But the growing reports of abuse did not result in added funding.
Most of those states either maintained or decreased spending for the
programs, PPI found.

Because of the lack of federal funding, Adult Protective Services relies
mostly on state and local resources, said Kathleen Quinn, executive
director of the National Adult Protective Services Association.

States feeling squeezed >>

«Previous 1 3
Share

4 Next»

. Print Bookmark

from the

EXPERTS

Moms: Take Care of
Yourself

Be smart and make a plan for your long-
term care needs now. Read

See All Experts »

More From Elinor :
A~

Elinor Ginzler | Independent Living Expert

tell us what

YOU THINK

You must be signed in to comment. Sign In | Register

risteelers77
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| feel abused by a government system that continues to
nickel and dime

my social security disability benefits while promising publicly
not to do so. | have just stopped the department of
education from filching $176.00 per mo.from my social
security disability checks through a program | was oringinally
told didn't exsist, Moreover, they are still holding money that
the law says they owe me. Although, they have stated they
will return the over payment it has been weeks since I,ve
received any responce. Why can they take money with such
swiftness and it takes forever to return it without interest on
the on my dollars? No sooner than they stopped taking
education money paid at 30% interest plus penalties, now
medicare part B wants $115.00 per mo. up from $98.00 per
mo., for those already receiving this benifit. Another bad
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The days of paying for costly software upgrades are
numbered. The PC will soon be obsolete. And
BusinessWeek reports 70% of Americans are
already using the technology that will replace it.
Merrill Lynch calls it "a $160 billion opportunity.”
Computing giants including 1BM, Yahoo!, and
Amazon are racing to be the firstto cash in on this
PC-killing revalution.
Yet, a small group of little-known companies have a
huge head start. Get the full details on these
companies, and the technology that is about to
destroy the PC, in a free video from The Motley Fool.
Watch the FREE video now!
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)

point, regarding this system with SSD is they have a waiting
period of two years before you receive medicare benifits after
you are determined disabled, talk about abuse please!!!!

L] " Report Abuse
luisfer
3:04 PM ON MAY 7, 2011
MICKEY,

IF YOU NEED HELP IM WILLING TO HELP YOU,DONT
ALLOW ANYBODY TO DISRESPECT YOU. NO MATTER IF
YOU ARE AN ELDER... THATS WHATS WRONG WITH
OUR COUNTRY OUR MORALS ARE FALLING AND THE
RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER IS WASTING AWAY!!
AMERICA BETTER CHECK ITSELF BEFORE WE GET
SUCKED AWAY!!!!

L] sz Report Abuse

pring9

8:25 PM ON MAY 6, 2011

| was very surprised to hear about -Mickey Rooney and his
troubles he was so well known you would think the family
would be very dilligent in the care they gave him and not
treat him like some kind of fool.There is so much
mistreatment of the elderly, physical and mental it should be
a crime either way and the elderly as well as anyone who
needs extra care should be treated with respect at all times.
It is good to bring all the caretaking of the elderly or the
infirm to light and anyone not doing the right thing should be
punished, maybe a little jail time would refresh their outlook
on caregiving.
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risteelers77

4:46 PM ON MAY 12, 2011

| feel abused by a government system that continues to
nickel and dime

my social security disability benefits while promising publicly
not to do so. | have just stopped the department of
education from filching $176.00 per mo.from my social
security disability checks through a program | was oringinally
told didn't exsist, Moreover, they are still holding money that
the law says they owe me. Although, they have stated they
will return the over payment it has been weeks since I,ve
received any responce. Why can they take money with such
swiftness and it takes forever to return it without interest on
the on my dollars? No sooner than they stopped taking
education money paid at 30% interest plus penalties, now
medicare part B wants $115.00 per mo. up from $98.00 per
mo., for those already receiving this benifit. Another bad
point, regarding this system with SSD is they have a waiting
period of two years before you receive medicare benifits after
you are determined disabled, talk about abuse please!!!!

a

| - Report Abuse
luisfer
3:04 PM ON MAY 7, 2011
MICKEY,

IF YOU NEED HELP IM WILLING TO HELP YOU,DONT
ALLOW ANYBODY TO DISRESPECT YOU. NO MATTER IF
YOU ARE AN ELDER... THATS WHATS WRONG WITH
OUR COUNTRY OUR MORALS ARE FALLING AND THE
RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER IS WASTING AWAY!!
AMERICA BETTER CHECK ITSELF BEFORE WE GET
SUCKED AWAY!!!

Lkl | . Report Abuse

pring9

8:25 PM ON MAY 6, 2011

| was very surprised to hear about -Mickey Rooney and his
troubles he was so well known you would think the family
would be very dilligent in the care they gave him and not
treat him like some kind of fool.There is so much

)
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mistreatment of the elderly, physical and mental it should be
a crime either way and the elderly as well as anyone who
needs extra care should be treated with respect at all times.
It is good to bring all the caretaking of the elderly or the
infirm to light and anyone not doing the right thing should be
punished, maybe a little jail time would refresh their outlook
on caregiving.
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« New authorized signers on person's accounts, or changes in
beneficiaries.

« Increased activity on credit card accounts.

« Caregiver, relative or friend showing excessive interest in person's
finances or assets, or who doesn't allow an older person to speak
for himself or herself.

Physical

o Suspicious bruises or other injuries.
¢ Sudden change in behavior. (Person is extremely upset,
withdrawn, unresponsive.)

Where to turn for help:

« The elder care locator (1-800-677-1116), for a referral to a local
agency that can help.

« Your local Adult Protective Services, the government agency
responsible for investigating cases, intervening and providing help.

Carole Fleck is a senior editor at the AARP Bulletin. Talia Schmidt is a
Bulletin intern.
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risteelers77

4:46 PM ON MAY 12, 2011

| feel abused by a government system that continues to
nickel and dime

my social security disability benefits while promising publicly
not to do so. | have just stopped the department of
education from filching $176.00 per mo.from my social
security disability checks through a program | was oringinally
told didn't exsist, Moreover, they are still holding money that
the law says they owe me. Although, they have stated they
will return the over payment it has been weeks since I,ve
received any responce. Why can they take money with such
swiftness and it takes forever to return it without interest on
the on my dollars? No sooner than they stopped taking
education money paid at 30% interest plus penalties, now
medicare part B wants $115.00 per mo. up from $98.00 per
mo., for those already receiving this benifit. Another bad
point, regarding this system with SSD is they have a waiting
period of two years before you receive medicare benifits after
you are determined disabled, talk about abuse please!!!!

ket . Report Abuse
luisfer
3:04 PM ON MAY 7, 2011
MICKEY,

IF YOU NEED HELP IM WILLING TO HELP YOU,DONT
ALLOW ANYBODY TO DISRESPECT YOU. NO MATTER IF
YOU ARE AN ELDER... THATS WHATS WRONG WITH
OUR COUNTRY OUR MORALS ARE FALLING AND THE
RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER IS WASTING AWAY!!
AMERICA BETTER CHECK ITSELF BEFORE WE GET
SUCKED AWAY!!!!

el | . Report Abuse

pring9

8:25 PM ON MAY 6, 2011

| was very surprised to hear about -Mickey Rooney and his
troubles he was so well known you would think the family
would be very dilligent in the care they gave him and not
treat him like some kind of fool.There is so much
mistreatment of the elderly, physical and mental it should be
a crime either way and the elderly as well as anyone who
needs extra care should be treated with respect at all times.
It is good to bring all the caretaking of the elderly or the
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infirm to light and anyone not doing the right thing should be
punished, maybe a little jail time would refresh their outlook
on caregiving.
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