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§ 658. Compensation of arbitrators and neutrals 

(a) COMPENSATION.—The district court shall, 
subject to regulations approved by the Judicial 
Conference of the United States, establish the 
amount of compensation, if any, that each arbi-
trator or neutral shall receive for services ren-
dered in each case under this chapter. 

(b) TRANSPORTATION ALLOWANCES.—Under reg-
ulations prescribed by the Director of the Ad-
ministrative Office of the United States Courts, 
a district court may reimburse arbitrators and 
other neutrals for actual transportation ex-
penses necessarily incurred in the performance 
of duties under this chapter. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–702, title IX, § 901(a), Nov. 19, 
1988, 102 Stat. 4662; amended Pub. L. 105–315, § 10, 
Oct. 30, 1998, 112 Stat. 2997.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Pub. L. 105–315 amended section generally, sub-
stituting provisions relating to compensation of arbi-
trators and neutrals for provisions relating to district 
courts that may authorize arbitration. 

CHAPTER 45—SUPREME COURT 

Sec. 

671. Clerk. 
672. Marshal. 
673. Reporter. 
674. Librarian. 
675. Law clerks and secretaries. 
676. Printing and binding. 
677. Counselor to the Chief Justice. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–402, § 1(b)(3)(B), Oct. 13, 2008, 122 
Stat. 4254, added item 677 and struck out former item 
677 ‘‘Administrative Assistant to the Chief Justice’’. 

1972—Pub. L. 92–238, § 2, Mar. 1, 1972, 86 Stat. 46, added 
item 677. 

§ 671. Clerk 

(a) The Supreme Court may appoint and fix 
the compensation of a clerk and one or more 
deputy clerks. The clerk shall be subject to re-
moval by the Court. Deputy clerks shall be sub-
ject to removal by the clerk with the approval 
of the Court or the Chief Justice of the United 
States. 

[(b) Repealed. Pub. L. 92–310, title II, § 206(c), 
June 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 203.] 

(c) The clerk may appoint and fix the com-
pensation of necessary assistants and mes-
sengers with the approval of the Chief Justice of 
the United States. 

(d) The clerk shall pay into the Treasury all 
fees, costs, and other moneys collected by him. 
He shall make annual returns thereof to the 
Court under regulations prescribed by it. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 918; Pub. L. 88–279, 
§ 1, Mar. 10, 1964, 78 Stat. 158; Pub. L. 92–310, title 
II, § 206(c), June 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 203.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 325, 326, 327, 541 
and 542 (Feb. 22, 1875, ch. 95, §§ 2, 3, 18 Stat. 333; Mar. 3, 
1883, ch. 143, 22 Stat. 631; Mar. 15, 1898, ch. 68, § 8, 30 
Stat. 317; Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231, §§ 219, 220, 221, 291, 36 Stat. 
1152, 1153, 1167; June 10, 1921, ch. 18, § 304, 42 Stat. 24). 

This section consolidates sections 541 and 542 of title 
28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., with parts of sections 325, 326 and 327 
of such title. 

The provisions in said section 325 relating to appoint-
ment of a marshal and reporter are incorporated in sec-
tions 672 and 673 of this title. 

The provisions in section 327 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., relating to duties and liabilities of the clerk’s dep-
uties are incorporated in section 954 of this title. 

The provision of section 326 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., that a duly certified copy of the clerk’s bond 
should be competent evidence in any court, is incor-
porated in section 1737 of this title. 

The provision that the clerk shall be subject to re-
moval by the Court is new. Section 327 of title 28, 
U.S.C., 1940 ed., contained a similar provision as to dep-
uties, but fixed no term of office for the clerk and made 
no provision for his removal. The Supreme Court held, 
in 1839, that a district judge had power to remove his 
clerk at pleasure in absence of any law fixing the 
clerk’s tenure. In re Hennen, 38 U.S. 230, 13 Pet. 230, 10 
L.Ed. 138. (See, also Myers v. U.S., 1926, 47 S.Ct. 21, 272 
U.S. 52, 71 L.Ed. 160.) 

The provision in section 326 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., that the clerk’s bond be not less than $5,000 and not 
more than $20,000 was omitted. The Supreme Court 
should have wide discretion in such administrative 
matters. (See Hearings before Appropriations Commit-
tee, House of Representatives, 78th Cong., 2d sess., on 
Judiciary Appropriation Bill for 1945, page 102.) 

A provision of section 326 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
that a renewed or augmented bond should be required 
upon the Attorney General’s motion and after thirty 
days’ notice was omitted. The manner of requiring such 
bond is left to the Court’s discretion by the revised sec-
tion. 

A further provision of section 326 of title 28, U.S.C., 
1940 ed., that the failure to furnish such renewed or 
augmented bond should vacate the clerk’s office was 
omitted as unnecessary, since the clerk is removable 
by the Court under this section. 

The references in section 541 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., to return ‘‘under oath’’ to be made ‘‘on the 1st day 
of January of each year, or thirty days thereafter’’ and 
‘‘on a form prescribed by the Attorney General’’, were 
omitted as fully covered by the revised language ‘‘an-
nual returns’’ under ‘‘regulations prescribed by the 
Court’’. Verification seems unnecessary especially as 
clerks of the courts of appeals are not required to sub-
mit similar returns under oath (see section 711 of this 
title). ‘‘Court’’ was substituted for ‘‘Attorney General’’, 
since the latter’s powers and functions in court admin-
istrative matters have been transferred to the Director 
of the Administration Office of the United States 
Courts. (See sections 604 and 607 of this title.) The Di-
rector, however, exercises no authority in Supreme 
Court matters. 

Section 542 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., provided that 
the clerk ‘‘shall not retain’’, out of fees received, more 
than $6,000 annually above clerk hire and expenses; 
that the surplus should be paid into the Treasury. Such 
indirect and unusual provision is simplified in this sec-
tion by providing that his salary shall be fixed by the 
Court. Such salary limitation is omitted as inconsist-
ent with larger salaries paid other clerks of courts. 

The provisions that the Court shall fix the compensa-
tion of deputy clerks, and that the clerk shall fix the 
compensation of assistants and messengers with the ap-
proval of the Chief Justice, are new. Current appropria-
tion Acts providing that the compensation of officers 
and employees of the Supreme Court, other than clerk 
and reporter shall be fixed by the court, unnecessarily 
burden the court with administrative details. Provision 
for allowance and approval of payments of compensa-
tion and office expenses by the clerk upon allowance 
and approval by the Chief Justice, instead of by the 
Court, was inserted with the approval of the Judicial 
Conference Committee on Revision of the Judicial Code 
as not inconsistent with section 542 of title 28, U.S.C., 
1940 ed. 

References in sections 541 and 542 of title 28, U.S.C., 
1940 ed., to certification of expenses by the justices and 
for audit and allowances by the General Accounting Of-
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fice, were omitted as unnecessary in view of this sec-
tion. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1972—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 92–310 repealed subsec. (b) 
which related to bond of Clerk of Supreme Court. 

1964—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 88–279 struck out provision 
for disbursement by clerk of compensation of clerk, his 
deputies, assistants, and messengers and the necessary 
expenses of office from the fees collected by clerk, upon 
allowance and approval by Chief Justice of the United 
States. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 88–279 substituted ‘‘moneys col-
lected by him’’ for ‘‘emoluments of his office over and 
above his lawful disbursements’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1964 AMENDMENT 

Section 4 of Pub. L. 88–279 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments proposed in this Act [amending this sec-
tion and section 672 of this title] shall become effective 
only when funds have been appropriated and are avail-
able to pay the salaries and other expenses of the 
clerk’s office.’’ 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Section 3 of Pub. L. 88–279 provided that: ‘‘There are 
hereby authorized to be appropriated annually such 
sums as are necessary to carry out the provisions of 
this Act [amending this section and section 672 of this 
title].’’ 

§ 672. Marshal 

(a) The Supreme Court may appoint a mar-
shal, who shall be subject to removal by the 
Court, and may fix his compensation. 

(b) The marshal may, with the approval of the 
Chief Justice of the United States, appoint and 
fix the compensation of necessary assistants and 
other employees to attend the Court, and nec-
essary custodial employees. 

(c) The marshal shall: 
(1) Attend the Court at its sessions; 
(2) Serve and execute all process and orders 

issued by the Court or a member thereof; 
(3) Take charge of all property of the United 

States used by the Court or its members; 
(4) Disburse funds appropriated for work 

upon the Supreme Court building and grounds 
under the jurisdiction of the Architect of the 
Capitol upon certified vouchers submitted by 
the Architect; 

(5) Disburse funds appropriated for the pur-
chase of books, pamphlets, periodicals and 
other publications, and for their repair, bind-
ing, and rebinding, upon vouchers certified by 
the librarian of the Court; 

(6) Pay the salaries of the Chief Justice, as-
sociate justices, and all officers and employees 
of the Court and disburse other funds appro-
priated for disbursement, under the direction 
of the Chief Justice; 

(7) Pay the expenses of printing briefs and 
travel expenses of attorneys in behalf of per-
sons whose motions to appear in forma pau-
peris in the Supreme Court have been ap-
proved and when counsel have been appointed 
by the Supreme Court, upon vouchers certified 
by the clerk of the Court; 

(8) Oversee the Supreme Court Police. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 918; Pub. L. 88–279, 
§ 2, Mar. 10, 1964, 78 Stat. 158; Pub. L. 97–390, § 2, 
Dec. 29, 1982, 96 Stat. 1958.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 325, 331, and sec-
tion 13d of title 40, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Public Buildings, 
Property and Works (Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231, §§ 219, 224, 36 
Stat. 1152, 1153; April 11, 1928, ch. 358, 45 Stat. 424; May 
7, 1934, ch. 222, § 4, 48 Stat. 668). 

This section consolidates part of section 325 of title 
28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., with section 331 of such title and 
section 13d of title 40, U.S.C., 1940 ed. 

Provisions of section 325 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
relating to appointment of clerk and reporter of the 
Supreme Court are incorporated in sections 671 and 673 
of this title. 

Provision of section 331 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
fixing the marshal’s salary at ‘‘not to exceed $5,500 per 
annum’’ was omitted and the court given authority to 
fix the salary in conformity with sections 671 and 673 of 
this title relating to the clerk and the reporter. 

Part of subsection (c)(5) is new. It recognizes the pro-
priety of certification by the Court Librarian of vouch-
ers for expenditures for the library. (See reviser’s note 
under section 674 of this title.) 

The marshal’s duties as superintendent of the Su-
preme Court building are incorporated in section 13c of 
title 40, U.S.C., 1940 ed. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1982—Subsec. (c)(8). Pub. L. 97–390 added par. (8). 
1964—Subsec. (c)(6). Pub. L. 88–279, § 2(a), struck out 

‘‘except the clerk, his deputies and employees,’’ after 
‘‘employees of the Court’’. 

Subsec. (c)(7). Pub. L. 88–279, § 2(b), added par. (7). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1964 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 88–279 effective upon appro-
priation and availability of funds to pay salaries and 
other expenses of the clerk’s office, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 88–279, set out as a note under section 671 of 
this title. 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Annual appropriations to carry out amendment of 
this section by Pub. L. 88–279, see section 3 of Pub. L. 
88–279, set out as a note under section 671 of this title. 

§ 673. Reporter 

(a) The Supreme Court may appoint and fix 
the compensation of a reporter of its decisions 
who shall be subject to removal by the Court. 

(b) The reporter may appoint and fix the com-
pensation of necessary professional and clerical 
assistants and other employees, with the ap-
proval of the Court or the Chief Justice of the 
United States. 

(c) The reporter shall, under the direction of 
the Court or the Chief Justice, prepare the deci-
sions of the Court for publication in bound vol-
umes and advance copies in pamphlet install-
ments. 

The reporter shall determine the quality and 
size of the paper, type, format, proofs and bind-
ing subject to the approval of the Court or the 
Chief Justice. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 919.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 325, 332, and 333 
(Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231, §§ 219, 225, 226, 36 Stat. 1152, 1153; 
July 1, 1922, ch. 267, §§ 1, 2, 42 Stat. 816; May 29, 1926, ch. 
425, § 1, 44 Stat. 677). 

This section consolidates sections 332 and 333 of title 
28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., with part of section 325 of such title. 

Provisions of section 325 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
relating to appointment of clerk and marshal of the Su-



Page 297 TITLE 28—JUDICIARY AND JUDICIAL PROCEDURE § 676 

preme Court are incorporated in sections 671 and 672 of 
this title. 

The provision as to tenure is new and is added to in-
sure consistency with other revised sections relating to 
tenure of court officers. 

The provisions of section 333 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., fixing the reporter’s salary at $8,000 per annum 
were omitted and the Court given authority to fix the 
salary in conformity with sections 671 and 672 of this 
title relating to the clerk and the marshal. 

Provisions of section 333 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
for allowance of stationery, supplies, equipment, and 
office rent are omitted as obsolete. Offices are now pro-
vided in the Supreme Court building and supplies are 
furnished by the marshal. 

The last sentence of section 333 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., relating to the payment of the reporter’s expenses 
from appropriation for the Supreme Court, was omitted 
as surplusage. 

The revised section makes specific the implied power 
to fix the compensation of the reporter’s assistants. 

The provision in section 332 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., authorizing the Public Printer to do the printing 
referred to in such section, was omitted as unneces-
sary. (See section 111 of title 44, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Public 
Printing and Documents.) 

Authority for making an appropriation to carry into 
effect the provisions of this section relating to com-
pensation and allowances of the reporter, compensation 
of his assistants, and preparation of the decisions of the 
Supreme Court for publication, is contained in section 
336 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed. (Acts July 1, 1922, ch. 267, 
§ 5, 42 Stat. 818; May 29, 1926, ch. 425, § 3, 44 Stat. 678), 
which is omitted, but not repealed, as unnecessary in 
this revision. 

§ 674. Librarian 

(a) The Supreme Court may appoint a librar-
ian, whose salary it shall fix, and who shall be 
subject to removal by the Court. 

(b) The librarian shall, with the approval of 
the Chief Justice, appoint necessary assistants 
and fix their compensation and make rules gov-
erning the use of the library. 

(c) He shall select and acquire by purchase, 
gift, bequest, or exchange, such books, pam-
phlets, periodicals, microfilm and other proc-
essed copy as may be required by the Court for 
its official use and for the reasonable needs of 
its bar. 

(d) The librarian shall certify to the marshal 
for payment vouchers covering expenditures for 
the purchase of such books and other material, 
and for binding, rebinding and repairing the 
same. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 919; Pub. L. 92–310, 
title II, § 206(d), June 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 203.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

This section gives statutory recognition to the office 
of librarian. For many years the Court has appointed 
its librarian directly through the Chief Justice, rather 
than through the marshal. Other members of the li-
brary staff are appointed by the librarian, with the ap-
proval of the Chief Justice. 

Under this section the marshal will not be required to 
certify to expenditures for some 2,000 books bought for 
the library each year but this will be the duty of the li-
brarian. 

AMENDMENTS 

1972—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 92–310 struck out sentence 
which required the librarian to furnish a bond. 

§ 675. Law clerks and secretaries 

The Chief Justice of the United States, and 
the associate justices of the Supreme Court may 

appoint law clerks and secretaries whose sala-
ries shall be fixed by the Court. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 919.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1926 ed., § 328 (June 1, 1922, 
ch. 204, title II, 42 Stat. 614; Jan. 3, 1923, ch. 21, title II, 
42 Stat. 1081; May 28, 1924, ch. 204, title II, 43 Stat. 218; 
Feb. 27, 1925, ch. 364, title II, 43 Stat. 1028). 

Section is derived from Appropriation Acts for fiscal 
years cited in the credits. It was omitted from the 1934 
and 1940 editions of the U.S. Code because it was con-
sidered to be probably of a temporary nature. This sec-
tion is consistent with other provisions authorizing the 
appointment of similar personnel for circuit and dis-
trict judges. 

The 1942 appropriation act (July 2, 1942, ch. 472, title 
IV, 56 Stat. 501) made provision for ‘‘all other officers 
and employees, whose compensation shall be fixed by 
the Court, except as otherwise provided by law and who 
may be assigned by the Chief Justice to any office or 
work of the Court.’’ 

The salary limitation of $3,600 was omitted and the 
Court authorized to fix law clerks’ salaries. Current ap-
propriation acts provide that salaries of the Court’s of-
ficers and employees, except the clerk and reporter, 
shall be fixed by the Court. 

See section 711 et seq. and section 751 et seq., of this 
title, relating to appointment of law clerks and sec-
retaries to circuit and district judges. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

§ 676. Printing and binding 

(a) The printing and binding for the Supreme 
Court, including the printing and binding of in-
dividual copies, advance pamphlet installments, 
and bound volumes, of its decisions, whether 
requisitioned or ordered by the Court or any of 
its officers or by any other office or agency, and 
whether paid for by, or charged to the appropria-
tion for, the Court or any other office or agency, 
shall be done by the printer or printers whom 
the Court or the Chief Justice of the United 
States may select, unless it shall otherwise 
order. 

(b) Whenever advance pamphlet installments 
and bound volumes of the Court’s decisions are 
printed by a private printer, an adequate num-
ber of copies for distribution in accordance with 
the requirements of section 411 of this title and 
for sale to the public shall be provided and made 
available for these purposes in such manner and 
at such prices as may be determined from time 
to time by the Supreme Court or the Chief Jus-
tice of the United States, in lieu of compliance 
by the Public Printer and the Superintendent of 
Documents with the requirements of sections 
411 and 412 of this title with respect to such cop-
ies. Pending distribution or sale, such copies 
shall be the property of the United States and 
shall be held in the custody of the marshal or 
such other person, organization, or agency, as 
the Supreme Court or the Chief Justice of the 
United States may designate. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 919; May 24, 1949, 
ch. 139, § 74, 63 Stat. 100; Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 655, § 45, 
65 Stat. 725.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

1948 ACT 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 354 (Feb. 27, 1925, 
ch. 364, title II, 43 Stat. 1028; Apr. 29, 1926, ch. 195, title 
II, 44 Stat. 344; Feb. 24, 1927, ch. 189, title II, 44 Stat. 
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1194; Feb. 15, 1928, ch. 57, title II, 45 Stat. 79; Jan. 25, 
1929, ch. 102, title II, 45 Stat. 1109; Apr. 18, 1930, ch. 184, 
title II, 46 Stat. 188; Feb. 23, 1931, ch. 280, title II, 46 
Stat. 1323; July 1, 1932, ch. 361, title II, 47 Stat. 490; Mar. 
1, 1933, ch. 144, title II, 47 Stat. 1382; Apr. 7, 1934, ch. 104, 
title II, 48 Stat. 539). 

The section was expanded to include the printing and 
binding of the official edition of the court’s decisions, 
thus making possible an economy in the expenditure of 
Government funds by having the printing and binding 
done by the same printer. 

Subsection (b) of the revised section was supplied to 
conform to sections 411 and 412 of this title. 

1949 ACT 

This section corrects a grammatical error in sub-
section (a) of section 676 of title 28, U.S.C. 

AMENDMENTS 

1951—Subsec. (b). Act Oct. 31, 1951, inserted ‘‘of this 
title’’ in two places. 

1949—Subsec. (a). Act May 24, 1949, inserted ‘‘whom’’ 
between ‘‘printers’’ and ‘‘the Court’’. 

§ 677. Counselor to the Chief Justice 

(a) The Chief Justice of the United States may 
appoint a Counselor who shall serve at the 
pleasure of the Chief Justice and shall perform 
such duties as may be assigned to him by the 
Chief Justice. The salary payable to the Coun-
selor shall be fixed by the Chief Justice at a rate 
which shall not exceed the salary payable to the 
Director of the Administrative Office of the 
United States Courts. The Counselor may elect 
to bring himself within the same retirement 
program available to the Director of the Admin-
istrative Office of the United States Courts, as 
provided by section 611 of this title, by filing a 
written election with the Chief Justice within 
the time and in the manner prescribed by sec-
tion 611. 

(b) The Counselor, with the approval of the 
Chief Justice, may appoint and fix the com-
pensation of necessary employees. The Coun-
selor and his employees shall be deemed employ-
ees of the Supreme Court. 

(c)(1) Notwithstanding section 1342 of title 31, 
the Counselor, with the approval of the Chief 
Justice, may accept voluntary personal services 
to assist with public and visitor programs. 

(2) No person may volunteer personal services 
under this subsection unless the person has first 
agreed, in writing, to waive any claim against 
the United States arising out of or in connection 
with such services, other than a claim under 
chapter 81 of title 5. 

(3) No person volunteering personal services 
under this subsection shall be considered an em-
ployee of the United States for any purpose 
other than for purposes of— 

(A) chapter 81 of title 5; or 
(B) chapter 171 of this title. 

(4) In the administration of this subsection, 
the Counselor shall ensure that the acceptance 
of personal services shall not result in the re-
duction of pay or displacement of any employee 
of the Supreme Court. 

(Added Pub. L. 92–238, § 1, Mar. 1, 1972, 86 Stat. 46; 
amended Pub. L. 105–233, § 1, Aug. 13, 1998, 112 
Stat. 1535; Pub. L. 110–402, § 1(b)(3)(A), Oct. 13, 
2008, 122 Stat. 4254.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–402, § 1(b)(3)(A)(i), substituted 
‘‘Counselor’’ for ‘‘Administrative Assistant’’ in section 
catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–402, § 1(b)(3)(A)(ii), substituted 
‘‘a Counselor’’ for ‘‘an Administrative Assistant’’ in 
first sentence and ‘‘Counselor’’ for ‘‘Administrative As-
sistant’’ in second and third sentences. 

Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 110–402, § 1(b)(3)(A)(iii), sub-
stituted ‘‘Counselor’’ for ‘‘Administrative Assistant’’ 
wherever appearing. 

1998—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 105–233 added subsec. (c). 

CHAPTER 47—COURTS OF APPEALS 

Sec. 

711. Clerks and employees. 
712. Law clerks and secretaries. 
713. Librarians. 
714. Criers and messengers. 
715. Staff attorneys and technical assistants. 

AMENDMENTS 

1982—Pub. L. 97–164, title I, § 120(b)(2), (c)(2), Apr. 2, 
1982, 96 Stat. 33, substituted ‘‘Librarians’’ for ‘‘Criers, 
bailiffs and messengers’’ in item 713 and added items 
714 and 715. 

§ 711. Clerks and employees 

(a) Each court of appeals may appoint a clerk 
who shall be subject to removal by the court. 

(b) The clerk, with the approval of the court, 
may appoint necessary deputies, clerical assist-
ants and employees in such number as may be 
approved by the Director of the Administrative 
Office of the United States Courts. Such depu-
ties, clerical assistants and employees shall be 
subject to removal by the clerk with the ap-
proval of the court. 

(c) The clerk shall pay into the Treasury all 
fees, costs and other moneys collected by him 
and make returns thereof to the Director of the 
Administrative Office of the United States 
Courts under regulations prescribed by him. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 920.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 221 and 222, 544 
and 546 and District of Columbia Code, 1940 ed., § 11–204 
(Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 517, § 2, 26 Stat. 826; Feb. 9, 1893, ch. 74, 
§ 4, 27 Stat. 435; July 30, 1894, ch. 172, § 1, 28 Stat. 160; 
June 6, 1900, ch. 791, § 1, 31 Stat. 639; Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 854, 
§ 224, 31 Stat. 1224; June 30, 1902, ch. 1329, 32 Stat. 528; 
Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231, §§ 124, 125, 36 Stat. 1132; Aug. 23, 
1912, ch. 350, 37 Stat. 412; Feb. 22, 1921, ch. 70, § 7, 41 Stat. 
1144; June 1, 1922, ch. 204, title II, 42 Stat. 616; Mar. 4, 
1923, ch. 265, 42 Stat. 1488; May 21, 1928, ch. 659, 45 Stat. 
645). 

This section consolidates section 546 of title 28, 
U.S.C., 1940 ed., with parts of sections 221, 222, and 544 
of such title and a part of section 11–204 of the District 
of Columbia Code, 1940 ed. Other provisions of such sec-
tions are incorporated in sections 604, 713, 954, 956, 961, 
and 962 of this title. Some provisions of section 11–204 
of the District of Columbia Code, 1940 ed., were retained 
in that code. (See reviser’s note under section 604 of 
this title.) 

Discrepancies between such section 11–204 of District 
of Columbia Code, 1940 ed., and the more general provi-
sions of title 28 were eliminated by adopting the more 
general provisions. 

Words ‘‘Director of the Administrative Office of the 
United States Courts’’ were substituted for ‘‘Attorney 
General,’’ in view of the act of Aug. 7, 1939, ch. 501, § 6, 
53 Stat. 1226, 28 U.S.C., 1940 ed., following § 446. 

A provision that the returns should be filed annually 
was changed to place the times of accounting within 
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the discretion of the Director of the Administrative Of-
fice of the United States Courts, who has supervision 
over such accounts. (See section 604 of this title.) 

This section is in harmony with section 671 of this 
title as to accounting similarly by the Clerk of the Su-
preme Court. 

‘‘Court of appeals’’ was substituted for ‘‘circuit court 
of appeals’’ to conform to section 43 of this title. 

The provision that each clerk shall be removable by 
the court is new. Section 222 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
provided that deputies might be removed at the pleas-
ure of the clerk, subject to the court’s approval, and 
there was no term of office specified for the clerk and 
no provision for his removal. 

The words ‘‘and other necessary employees’’ were 
added in subsection (b) to supply an omission of exist-
ing law and to give statutory authority for the appoint-
ment of necessary employees for which compensation is 
annually appropriated. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

§ 712. Law clerks and secretaries 

Circuit judges may appoint necessary law 
clerks and secretaries. A law clerk appointed 
under this section shall be exempt from the pro-
visions of subchapter I of chapter 63 of title 5, 
unless specifically included by the appointing 
judge or by local rule of court. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 920; Pub. L. 
100–702, title X, § 1003(a)(3), Nov. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 
4665.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 222a (Mar. 3, 1911, 
ch. 231, § 118a, as added June 17, 1930, ch. 509, 46 Stat. 
774). 

Provision of section 222a of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
relating to compensation of law clerks is incorporated 
in section 604 of this title. (See reviser’s note under 
such section.) 

Words ‘‘with the approval of the Attorney General,’’ 
were omitted to confer on circuit judges the same au-
thority given Supreme Court justices under section 675 
of this title. 

The provision for appointment of secretaries is new. 
Existing law fixes compensation of secretaries but 
makes no provision for their appointment. (See section 
604 of this title and reviser’s note thereunder.) 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–702 inserted at end ‘‘A law clerk ap-
pointed under this section shall be exempt from the 
provisions of subchapter I of chapter 63 of title 5, unless 
specifically included by the appointing judge or by 
local rule of court.’’ 

§ 713. Librarians 

(a) Each court of appeals may appoint a librar-
ian who shall be subject to removal by the 
court. 

(b) The librarian, with the approval of the 
court, may appoint necessary library assistants 
in such numbers as the Director of the Adminis-
trative Office of the United States Courts may 
approve. The librarian may remove such library 
assistants with the approval of the court. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 920; May 24, 1949, 
ch. 139, § 75, 63 Stat. 100; Pub. L. 97–164, title I, 
§ 120(b)(1), Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 33.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

1948 ACT 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 547, and section 
11–204 of District of Columbia Code, 1940 ed., (Mar. 3, 

1891, ch. 517, § 9, 26 Stat. 829; Feb. 9, 1893, ch. 74, § 4, 27 
Stat. 435; July 30, 1894, ch. 172, § 1, 28 Stat. 160; Mar. 3, 
1901, ch. 854, § 224, 31 Stat. 1224; June 30, 1902, ch. 1329, 
32 Stat. 528; Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231, § 291, 36 Stat. 1167; Aug. 
23, 1912, ch. 350, 37 Stat. 412; Feb. 22, 1921, ch. 70, § 7, 41 
Stat. 1144; Mar. 4, 1923, ch. 265, 42 Stat. 1488; May 21, 
1928, ch. 659, 45 Stat. 645). 

Section consolidates parts of section 11–204 of the 
District of Columbia Code, 1940 ed., and section 547 of 
title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed. 

The Judicial Code provided for the appointment of as-
sistants and messengers in the Supreme Court, criers 
and ‘‘persons to wait upon juries’’ in the district 
courts, a messenger in the Court of Customs and Pat-
ent Appeals, and a bailiff and a chief messenger in the 
Court of Claims (see title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 9, 244, 
305, 331) and also provided (see same title, § 547) that 
criers, bailiffs and messengers of the courts of appeals 
should be allowed the same compensation as allowed 
for similar services in the district courts, but did not 
provide for the appointment of said criers, bailiffs and 
messengers. This section authorizes such appoint-
ments. 

The provisions of section 224 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., that the United States marshal shall provide for 
the expenses of criers, bailiffs and messengers for the 
circuit courts of appeals are superseded by sections 
601–610 of this title vesting such functions in the Ad-
ministrative Office of the United States Courts. 

Provisions of section 11–204 of District of Columbia 
Code, 1940 ed., relating to appointment and compensa-
tion of clerk of the United States Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia are incorporated in sections 
711 and 604 of this title, respectively. Other provisions 
of such section were retained in the District of Colum-
bia Code. (See reviser’s note under section 604 of this 
title.) 

Compensation of bailiffs is provided by section 755 of 
this title. Other provisions of section 547 of title 28, 
U.S.C., 1940 ed., relating to compensation of criers, 
clerks, and messengers are incorporated in section 604 
of this title. 

Marshal for the Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia was authorized by the District of Columbia 
Appropriation Act of June 29, 1937, 50 Stat. 378. 

The duties of criers and bailiffs are made specific con-
sistently with section 755 of this title, and existing ad-
ministrative practice. 

The removal provisions are added to make this sec-
tion consistent with the same provisions in other sec-
tions relating to tenure of court officers. 

Changes in phraseology and arrangement were made. 

1949 ACT 

This section corrects typographical errors in section 
713 of title 28, U.S.C. 

AMENDMENTS 

1982—Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘Librarians’’ for 
‘‘Criers, bailiffs, and messengers’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–164 struck out ‘‘and necessary 
library assistants’’ after ‘‘Each court of appeals may 
appoint a librarian’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘The librarian, 
with the approval of the court, may appoint necessary 
library assistants in such numbers as the Director of 
the Administrative Office of the United States Courts 
may approve’’ for ‘‘Each court of appeals, except the 
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia, may ap-
point a crier and such messengers as may be necessary, 
all of whom shall be subject to removal by the court’’ 
and ‘‘The librarian may remove such library assistants 
with the approval of the court’’ for ‘‘The crier shall 
also perform the duties of bailiff and messenger’’. 

Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 97–164 struck out subsecs. (c) 
and (d) which had provided, respectively, that the 
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia could ap-
point a marshal, who would attend the court at its ses-
sions, be custodian of its courthouse, have supervision 
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over its custodial employees, take charge of all prop-
erty of the United States used by the court or its em-
ployees, and perform such other duties as the court 
might direct, that the court could also appoint nec-
essary messengers who would be subject to removal by 
the court, that the United States marshal of the dis-
trict in which a court of appeals was sitting or in which 
a circuit judge was present in chambers, could, with 
the approval of the court or judge, employ necessary 
bailiffs, that the bailiffs would attend the court, pre-
serve order, and perform such other necessary duties as 
the court, judge or marshal might direct, and that such 
bailiffs would receive the same compensation as bailiffs 
employed for the district courts. See section 714 of this 
title. 

1949—Act May 24, 1949, inserted subsection designa-
tion (b) preceding second par. and renumbered former 
subsecs. (b) and (c) as (c) and (d), respectively. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 
section 171 of this title. 

CONTINUATION OF SERVICE OF MARSHAL FOR COURT OF 
APPEALS FOR DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA; APPLICABILITY 
OF OTHER LAW TO COURT DURING SUCH INDIVIDUAL’S 
SERVICE 

Pub. L. 98–620, title IV, § 415, Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 3364, 
provided that: ‘‘Any individual who, on the date of the 
enactment of the Federal Courts Improvement Act of 
1982 [Pub. L. 97–164, enacted Apr. 2, 1982], was serving as 
marshal for the Court of Appeals for the District of Co-
lumbia under section 713(c) of title 28, United States 
Code, may, after the date of the enactment of this Act 
[Nov. 8, 1984], so serve under that section as in effect on 
the date of the enactment of the Federal Courts Im-
provement Act of 1982. While such individual so serves, 
the provisions of section 714(a) of title 28, United States 
Code, shall not apply to the Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia.’’ 

§ 714. Criers and messengers 

(a) Each court of appeals may appoint a crier 
who shall be subject to removal by the court. 

(b) The crier, with the approval of the court, 
may appoint necessary messengers in such num-
ber as the Director of the Administrative Office 
of the United States Courts may approve. The 
crier may remove such messengers with the ap-
proval of the court. The crier shall also perform 
the duties of bailiff and messenger. 

(Added Pub. L. 97–164, title I, § 120(c)(1), Apr. 2, 
1982, 96 Stat. 33.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1982, see section 402 of Pub. 
L. 97–164, set out as an Effective Date of 1982 Amend-
ment note under section 171 of this title. 

APPLICABILITY OF THIS SECTION TO COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DURING CONTINUED SERV-
ICE OF MARSHAL FOR COURT IN OFFICE ON APR. 2, 
1982 

Subsec. (a) of this section not applicable to the Court 
of Appeals for the District of Columbia during the con-
tinued service as Marshal for such Court of any individ-
ual who was serving in such office under section 713(c) 
of this title as of Apr. 2, 1982, see section 415 of Pub. L. 
98–620, set out as a note under section 713 of this title. 

§ 715. Staff attorneys and technical assistants 

(a) The chief judge of each court of appeals, 
with the approval of the court, may appoint a 
senior staff attorney, who shall be subject to re-

moval by the chief judge with the approval of 
the court. 

(b) The senior staff attorney, with the ap-
proval of the chief judge, may appoint necessary 
staff attorneys and secretarial and clerical em-
ployees in such numbers as the Director of the 
Administrative Office of the United States 
Courts may approve, but in no event may the 
number of staff attorneys exceed the number of 
positions expressly authorized in an annual ap-
propriation Act. The senior staff attorney may 
remove such staff attorneys and secretarial and 
clerical employees with the approval of the chief 
judge. 

(c) The chief judge of the Court of Appeals for 
the Federal Circuit, with the approval of the 
court, may appoint a senior technical assistant 
who shall be subject to removal by the chief 
judge with the approval of the court. 

(d) The senior technical assistant, with the ap-
proval of the court, may appoint necessary tech-
nical assistants in such number as the Director 
of the Administrative Office of the United 
States Courts may approve, but in no event may 
the number of technical assistants in the Court 
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit exceed the 
number of circuit judges in regular active serv-
ice within such circuit. The senior technical as-
sistant may remove such technical assistants 
with the approval of the court. 

(Added Pub. L. 97–164, title I, § 120(c)(1), Apr. 2, 
1982, 96 Stat. 34.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1982, see section 402 of Pub. 
L. 97–164, set out as an Effective Date of 1982 Amend-
ment note under section 171 of this title. 

CHAPTER 49—DISTRICT COURTS 

Sec. 

751. Clerks. 
752. Law clerks and secretaries. 
753. Reporters. 
754. Receivers of property in different districts. 
755. Criers and bailiffs. 
756. Power to appoint. 

§ 751. Clerks 

(a) Each district court may appoint a clerk 
who shall be subject to removal by the court. 

(b) The clerk may appoint, with the approval 
of the court, necessary deputies, clerical assist-
ants and employees in such number as may be 
approved by the Director of the Administrative 
Office of the United States Courts. Such depu-
ties, clerical assistants and employees shall be 
subject to removal by the clerk with the ap-
proval of the court. 

(c) The clerk of each district court shall reside 
in the district for which he is appointed, except 
that the clerk of the district court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia and the Southern District of 
New York may reside within twenty miles 
thereof. The district court may designate places 
within the district for the offices of the clerk 
and his deputies, and their official stations. 

(d) A clerk of a district court or his deputy or 
assistant shall not receive any compensation or 
emoluments through any office or position to 
which he is appointed by the court, other than 
that received as such clerk, deputy or assistant, 
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whether from the United States or from private 
litigants. 

This subsection shall not apply to clerks or 
deputy clerks appointed as United States mag-
istrate judges pursuant to section 631 of this 
title. 

(e) The clerk of each district court shall pay 
into the Treasury all fees, costs and other mon-
eys collected by him, except naturalization fees 
listed in section 742 of Title 8 and uncollected 
fees not required by Act of Congress to be pre-
paid. 

He shall make returns thereof to the Director 
of the Administrative Office of the United 
States Courts under regulations prescribed by 
him. 

(f) When the Court of International Trade is 
sitting in a judicial district, other than the 
Southern District or Eastern District of New 
York, the clerk of the district court of such ju-
dicial district or an authorized deputy clerk, 
upon the request of the chief judge of the Court 
of International Trade and with the approval of 
such district court, shall act in the district as 
clerk of the Court of International Trade, as 
prescribed by the rules and orders of the Court 
of International Trade for all purposes relating 
to the civil action then pending before such 
court. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 920; Pub. L. 90–578, 
title IV, § 402(b)(2), Oct. 17, 1968, 82 Stat. 1118; 
Pub. L. 96–417, title V, § 504, Oct. 10, 1980, 94 Stat. 
1743; Pub. L. 101–650, title III, § 321, Dec. 1, 1990, 
104 Stat. 5117.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 6, 7, 8, 524, 557, 567, 
568, and 569, sections 644 and 863 of title 48, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., Territories and Insular Possessions, and section 
11–401 of the District of Columbia Code, 1940 ed. (R.S. 
§ 833; June 20, 1874, ch. 328, § 2, 18 Stat. 109; May 28, 1896, 
ch. 252, § 8, 29 Stat. 181; Apr. 12, 1900, ch. 191, § 34, 31 
Stat. 84; Apr. 30, 1900, ch. 339, § 86, 31 Stat. 158; Mar. 3, 
1901, ch. 854, § 174, 31 Stat. 1218; June 28, 1902, ch. 1301, 
§ 1, 32 Stat. 475; June 30, 1902, ch. 1329, 32 Stat. 527; June 
30, 1906, ch. 3914, § 1, 34 Stat. 754; Mar. 3, 1909, ch. 269, § 1, 
35 Stat. 838; Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231, §§ 3, 4, 291, 36 Stat. 1087, 
1167; Jan. 7, 1913, ch. 6, 37 Stat. 648; Mar. 2, 1917, ch. 145, 
§ 41, 39 Stat. 965; Feb. 26, 1919, ch. 49, §§ 1, 4, 9, 40 Stat. 
1182, 1183; Feb. 11, 1921, ch. 46, 41 Stat. 1099; Mar. 4, 1921, 
ch. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 1412, 1413; June 10, 1921, ch. 18, §§ 301, 
310, 42 Stat. 23, 25; June 16, 1921, ch. 23, § 1, 42 Stat. 41; 
July 9, 1921, ch. 42, § 313, 42 Stat. 119; June 1, 1922, ch. 
204, Title II, 42 Stat. 614, 616; Jan. 3, 1923, ch. 21 title II, 
42 Stat. 1084; Feb. 12, 1925, ch. 220, 43 Stat. 890; Dec. 13, 
1926, ch. 6, § 1, 44 Stat. 919; May 17, 1932, ch. 190, 47 Stat. 
158; June 25, 1936, ch. 804, 49 Stat. 1921; Mar. 26, 1938, ch. 
51, § 2, 52 Stat. 118; June 16, 1938, ch. 465, 52 Stat. 752; 
June 14, 1941, ch. 203, §§ 1, 2, 55 Stat. 251). 

This section consolidates provisions of section 11–401 
of the District of Columbia Code, 1940 ed., sections 644 
and 863 of title 48, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Territories and Insu-
lar Possessions, and title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., sections 6, 
7, 8, 524, 557, 567, 568, and 569 relating to district court 
clerks. Other provisions of such sections 8 and 524 are 
incorporated in sections 505 [now 545], 541 [see 561], and 
954 of this title and other provisions of such section 
11–401 of the District of Columbia Code have been re-
tained in such Code. 

Words ‘‘with the approval of the court’’ were sub-
stituted for ‘‘Attorney General.’’ The power to approve 
appointment of court officers is more properly a judi-
cial one. (See section 711 of this title.) 

The provision in section 6 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
that the clerk be appointed by the district judge or sen-

ior judge where there was more than one member of the 
court was changed and the power vested in the court. 

The provisions of section 644 of title 48, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., Territories and Insular Possessions, relating to 
compensation of clerks and deputy clerks were omitted 
as covered by section 604 of this title. Other provisions 
of said section 644 are incorporated in section 753 of 
this title. 

Provision for similar officers in Alaska, Canal Zone, 
and the Virgin Islands is made by sections 106, 1349, and 
1405y, respectively, of title 48, U.S.C., 1940 ed. A part of 
section 863 of said title 48, was retained in title 48. For 
remainder of such section, see Distribution Table. 

Words in sections 6 and 7 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
‘‘Except as otherwise provided for by law,’’ were omit-
ted as obsolete and superfluous. 

References in section 7 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
that the clerk recommend appointment of deputies and 
clerical assistants were omitted as unnecessary. 

The provision that each clerk shall be subject to re-
moval by the court is new. No tenure was provided for 
by title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., but said title contained pro-
visions that other clerks should hold office during the 
pleasure of the courts which appointed them, and that 
deputies should hold office during the pleasure of the 
clerks. The Supreme Court held, in 1839, that a judge of 
a district court could remove the clerk thereof at 
pleasure in absence of any law fixing the clerk’s tenure. 
In re Hennen, 38 U.S. 230, 13 Pet. 230, 10 L.Ed. 138. (See 
also, Meyers v. U.S., 47 S.Ct. 21, 272 U.S. 52, 71 L.Ed. 160.) 

Words ‘‘circuit or’’ after ‘‘Every clerk of the’’ in sec-
tion 524 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., were omitted be-
cause of the abolition of the circuit courts by act Mar. 
3, 1911, ch. 231, § 289, 36 Stat. 1167, title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., § 430. 

The provisions in section 524 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., that the clerk shall give his personal attention to 
his official duties, and declaring his office vacant upon 
removal from his district or neglect of duty, were omit-
ted as covered by the removal provision of this section. 

The provision permitting the clerk of the district 
court for the District of Columbia to reside within 
twenty miles of the District of Columbia was added be-
cause of the relatively small and congested area of the 
District, as a result of which few federal officers are ap-
pointed from the District or reside therein. 

The provision in subsection (b) of this section author-
izing judges to designate the places for maintaining of-
fices by the clerks was added because of many special 
provisions, in sections 141–196 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., for the maintenance of offices by the clerks of the 
district courts at various particular places. These pro-
visions have been omitted, on revision, as covered by 
the more general provisions of this section. For resi-
dence requirements of United States attorneys and 
marshals, see sections 505 [now 545] and 541 [see 561] of 
this title. 

A provision that a breach of section 569 of title 28, 
U.S.C., 1940 ed., should be deemed a vacation of the of-
fender’s appointment, was omitted as covered by the 
removal provision of this section. 

The provision of section 569 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., limiting the compensation of a clerk who is ap-
pointed United States commissioner, to $3,000 a year 
for both offices was omitted as obsolete. The proper ad-
justment of the compensation of such clerks is an ad-
ministrative matter more appropriately regulated by 
the Director of the Administrative Office under the Su-
pervision of the Judicial Conference of the United 
States. (See section 604 of this title.) 

Reference in sections 557, 567 and 568 of title 28, 
U.S.C., 1940 ed., to accounting by district court clerks 
in Alaska, were omitted as covered by sections 106 and 
107 of title 48, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Territories and Insular 
Possessions, relating to duties of those clerks. 

References in sections 557 and 567 of title 28, U.S.C., 
1940 ed., to the clerk of the district court of the United 
States for the District of Columbia, were omitted as 
covered by words ‘‘The clerk of each district court of 
the United States.’’ 
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As revised, this section is in harmony with the provi-
sions in chapters 45 and 47 of this title relating to ac-
counting by the clerk of the Supreme Court and clerks 
of the courts of appeals. 

Provisions as to time and method of accounting and 
settlement of accounts were omitted as covered by 
chapter 41 of this title giving the Director of the Ad-
ministrative Office of the United States Courts super-
vision over such accounts, and of chapter 2, Audit and 
Settlement of Accounts, of title 31, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
Money and Finance. 

Provisions as to particular fees and moneys to be ac-
counted for were omitted as covered by words ‘‘all fees, 
costs and other moneys.’’ Included in such provisions 
was a provision as to naturalization fees, but a later 
act, now appearing in section 742 of title 8, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., Aliens and Nationality, provided a different meth-
od of accounting and an exception expressly referring 
to such section was inserted in this section. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 742 of Title 8, referred to in subsec. (e), was 
repealed by act June 27, 1952, ch. 477, title IV, 
§ 403(a)(42), 66 Stat. 280. See section 1455 of Title 8, 
Aliens and Nationality. 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 96–417 added subsec. (f). 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States magistrate judges’’ substituted for 
‘‘United States magistrates’’ in subsec. (d) pursuant to 
section 321 of Pub. L. 101–650, set out as a note under 
section 631 of this title. Previously, ‘‘United States 
magistrates’’ substituted for ‘‘United States commis-
sioners’’ pursuant to Pub. L. 90–578. See chapter 43 (§ 631 
et seq.) of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–417 effective Nov. 1, 1980, 
and applicable with respect to civil actions pending on 
or commenced on or after such date, see section 701(a) 
of Pub. L. 96–417, set out as a note under section 251 of 
this title. 

§ 752. Law clerks and secretaries 

District judges may appoint necessary law 
clerks and secretaries subject to any limitation 
on the aggregate salaries of such employees 
which may be imposed by law. A law clerk ap-
pointed under this section shall be exempt from 
the provisions of subchapter I of chapter 63 of 
title 5, unless specifically included by the ap-
pointing judge or by local rule of court. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 921; Pub. L. 86–221, 
Sept. 1, 1959, 73 Stat. 452; Pub. L. 100–702, title X, 
§ 1003(a)(3), Nov. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 4665.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 5b and 128 (Mar. 
3, 1911, ch. 231, § 118b, as added Feb. 17, 1936, ch. 75, 49 
Stat. 1140; May 14, 1940, ch. 189, title IV, 54 Stat. 210; 
June 28, 1941, ch. 258, title IV, 55 Stat. 301; July 2, 1942, 
ch. 472, title IV, 56 Stat. 504). 

This section consolidates provisions of sections 5b 
and 128 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., relating to appoint-
ment of law clerks for district judges. 

Words in section 128 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., ‘‘but 
there shall not be appointed more than thirty-five of 
such law clerks during the first fiscal year of the enact-
ment of this section’’ were omitted as executed and ob-
solete. Words ‘‘Thereafter such number in excess of 
thirty-five per year shall be limited by necessity of 
each case as hereinabove provided’’ were also deleted as 
superseded by section 5b of said title and obsolete. The 

Director of the Administrative Office has expressed 
such views. Chief judge of the circuit was substituted 
for senior circuit judge to conform to section 44 of this 
title. 

Provisions of section 128 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
relating to salary, or compensation of such clerks are 
incorporated in section 604 of this title. (See reviser’s 
note under that section.) 

The provisions in section 5b of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., that district judges shall not appoint more than 
three law clerks in any one circuit was not repeated in 
the Judiciary Appropriation Acts, 1944, 1945, and 1946, 57 
Stat. 242, 58 Stat. 357, 59 Stat. 196, ch. 129. The Director 
of the Administrative Office for United States Courts 
advises that as a matter of fact, more than three law 
clerks are serving district judges in several of the cir-
cuits at the present time. Consequently the limitation 
is omitted from this section. 

The provision for appointment of secretaries is new. 
Existing law fixes compensation of secretaries but 
makes no provision for their appointment. (See section 
604 of this title and reviser’s note thereunder.) 

Minor changes were made in phraseology. 

SENATE REVISION AMENDMENT 

As finally enacted, sections 374c and 374d of Title 28, 
U.S.C., 1946 ed., which were derived from act July 23, 
1947, ch. 300, §§ 1, 2, 61 Stat. 409, were an additional 
source of this section. Hence, by Senate amendment, 
the section was changed to conform with such sections, 
and such act was included in the schedule of repeals. 
See 80th Congress Senate Report No. 1559. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–702 inserted at end ‘‘A law clerk ap-
pointed under this section shall be exempt from the 
provisions of subchapter I of chapter 63 of title 5, unless 
specifically included by the appointing judge or by 
local rule of court.’’ 

1959—Pub. L. 86–221 substituted provision permitting 
district judges to appoint necessary law clerks and sec-
retaries subject to aggregate salary limitations for pro-
visions permitting a district judge to appoint a sec-
retary and also a law clerk upon certification of neces-
sity by the chief judge of the circuit and permitting the 
chief judge of a district court having five or more dis-
trict judges to appoint an assistant secretary. 

§ 753. Reporters 

(a) Each district court of the United States, 
the United States District Court for the District 
of the Canal Zone, the District Court of Guam, 
and the District Court of the Virgin Islands 
shall appoint one or more court reporters. 

The number of reporters shall be determined 
by the Judicial Conference of the United States. 

The qualifications of such reporters shall be 
determined by standards formulated by the Ju-
dicial Conference. Each reporter shall take an 
oath faithfully to perform the duties of his of-
fice. 

Each such court, with the approval of the Di-
rector of the Administrative Office of the United 
States Courts, may appoint additional reporters 
for temporary service not exceeding three 
months, when there is more reporting work in 
the district than can be performed promptly by 
the authorized number of reporters and the ur-
gency is so great as to render it impracticable to 
obtain the approval of the Judicial Conference. 

If any such court and the Judicial Conference 
are of the opinion that it is in the public inter-
est that the duties of reporter should be com-
bined with those of any other employee of the 
court, the Judicial Conference may authorize 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘or as’’. 

such a combination and fix the salary for the 
performance of the duties combined. 

(b) Each session of the court and every other 
proceeding designated by rule or order of the 
court or by one of the judges shall be recorded 
verbatim by shorthand, mechanical means, elec-
tronic sound recording, or any other method, 
subject to regulations promulgated by the Judi-
cial Conference and subject to the discretion and 
approval of the judge. The regulations promul-
gated pursuant to the preceding sentence shall 
prescribe the types of electronic sound recording 
or other means which may be used. Proceedings 
to be recorded under this section include (1) all 
proceedings in criminal cases had in open court; 
(2) all proceedings in other cases had in open 
court unless the parties with the approval of the 
judge shall agree specifically to the contrary; 
and (3) such other proceedings as a judge of the 
court may direct or as may be required by rule 
or order of court as 1 may be requested by any 
party to the proceeding. 

The reporter or other individual designated to 
produce the record shall attach his official cer-
tificate to the original shorthand notes or other 
original records so taken and promptly file them 
with the clerk who shall preserve them in the 
public records of the court for not less than ten 
years. 

The reporter or other individual designated to 
produce the record shall transcribe and certify 
such parts of the record of proceedings as may 
be required by any rule or order of court, includ-
ing all arraignments, pleas, and proceedings in 
connection with the imposition of sentence in 
criminal cases unless they have been recorded 
by electronic sound recording as provided in this 
subsection and the original records so taken 
have been certified by him and filed with the 
clerk as provided in this subsection. He shall 
also transcribe and certify such other parts of 
the record of proceedings as may be required by 
rule or order of court. Upon the request of any 
party to any proceeding which has been so re-
corded who has agreed to pay the fee therefor, or 
of a judge of the court, the reporter or other in-
dividual designated to produce the record shall 
promptly transcribe the original records of the 
requested parts of the proceedings and attach to 
the transcript his official certificate, and deliver 
the same to the party or judge making the re-
quest. 

The reporter or other designated individual 
shall promptly deliver to the clerk for the 
records of the court a certified copy of any tran-
script so made. 

The transcript in any case certified by the re-
porter or other individual designated to produce 
the record shall be deemed prima facie a correct 
statement of the testimony taken and proceed-
ings had. No transcripts of the proceedings of 
the court shall be considered as official except 
those made from the records certified by the re-
porter or other individual designated to produce 
the record. 

The original notes or other original records 
and the copy of the transcript in the office of 
the clerk shall be open during office hours to in-
spection by any person without charge. 

(c) The reporters shall be subject to the super-
vision of the appointing court and the Judicial 
Conference in the performance of their duties, 
including dealings with parties requesting tran-
scripts. 

(d) The Judicial Conference shall prescribe 
records which shall be maintained and reports 
which shall be filed by the reporters. Such rec-
ords shall be inspected and audited in the same 
manner as the records and accounts of clerks of 
the district courts, and may include records 
showing: 

(1) the quantity of transcripts prepared; 
(2) the fees charged and the fees collected for 

transcripts; 
(3) any expenses incurred by the reporters in 

connection with transcripts; 
(4) the amount of time the reporters are in 

attendance upon the courts for the purpose of 
recording proceedings; and 

(5) such other information as the Judicial 
Conference may require. 

(e) Each reporter shall receive an annual sal-
ary to be fixed from time to time by the Judicial 
Conference of the United States. For the pur-
poses of subchapter III of chapter 83 of title 5 
and chapter 84 of such title, a reporter shall be 
considered a full-time employee during any pay 
period for which a reporter receives a salary at 
the annual salary rate fixed for a full-time re-
porter under the preceding sentence. All sup-
plies shall be furnished by the reporter at his 
own expense. 

(f) Each reporter may charge and collect fees 
for transcripts requested by the parties, includ-
ing the United States, at rates prescribed by the 
court subject to the approval of the Judicial 
Conference. He shall not charge a fee for any 
copy of a transcript delivered to the clerk for 
the records of court. Fees for transcripts fur-
nished in criminal proceedings to persons pro-
ceeding under the Criminal Justice Act (18 
U.S.C. 3006A), or in habeas corpus proceedings to 
persons allowed to sue, defend, or appeal in 
forma pauperis, shall be paid by the United 
States out of moneys appropriated for those pur-
poses. Fees for transcripts furnished in proceed-
ings brought under section 2255 of this title to 
persons permitted to sue or appeal in forma pau-
peris shall be paid by the United States out of 
money appropriated for that purpose if the trial 
judge or a circuit judge certifies that the suit or 
appeal is not frivolous and that the transcript is 
needed to decide the issue presented by the suit 
or appeal. Fees for transcripts furnished in other 
proceedings to persons permitted to appeal in 
forma pauperis shall also be paid by the United 
States if the trial judge or a circuit judge cer-
tifies that the appeal is not frivolous (but pre-
sents a substantial question). The reporter may 
require any party requesting a transcript to pre-
pay the estimated fee in advance except as to 
transcripts that are to be paid for by the United 
States. 

(g) If, upon the advice of the chief judge of any 
district court within the circuit, the judicial 
council of any circuit determines that the num-
ber of court reporters provided such district 
court pursuant to subsection (a) of this section 
is insufficient to meet temporary demands and 
needs and that the services of additional court 
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reporters for such district court should be pro-
vided the judges of such district court (including 
the senior judges thereof when such senior 
judges are performing substantial judicial serv-
ices for such court) on a contract basis, rather 
than by appointment of court reporters as other-
wise provided in this section, and such judicial 
council notifies the Director of the Administra-
tive Office, in writing, of such determination, 
the Director of the Administrative Office is au-
thorized to and shall contract, without regard to 
section 3709 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States, as amended (41 U.S.C. 5), with 
any suitable person, firm, association, or cor-
poration for the providing of court reporters to 
serve such district court under such terms and 
conditions as the Director of the Administrative 
Office finds, after consultation with the chief 
judge of the district court, will best serve the 
needs of such district court. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 921; Oct. 31, 1951, 
ch. 655, § 46, 65 Stat. 726; June 28, 1955, ch. 189, 
§ 3(c), 69 Stat. 176; Pub. L. 85–462, § 3(c), June 20, 
1958, 72 Stat. 207; Pub. L. 85–508, § 12(e), July 7, 
1958, 72 Stat. 348; Pub. L. 86–568, title I, § 116(c), 
July 1, 1960, 74 Stat. 303; Pub. L. 89–163, Sept. 2, 
1965, 79 Stat. 619; Pub. L. 89–167, Sept. 2, 1965, 79 
Stat. 647; Pub. L. 91–272, § 14, June 2, 1970, 84 
Stat. 298; Pub. L. 91–545, Dec. 11, 1970, 84 Stat. 
1412; Pub. L. 97–164, title IV, § 401(a), Apr. 2, 1982, 
96 Stat. 56; Pub. L. 104–317, title III, § 305, Oct. 19, 
1996, 110 Stat. 3852.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 9a(a), (b), (c), (d), 
and section 644 of title 48, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Territories 
and Insular Possessions (Apr. 30, 1900, ch. 339, § 86, 31 
Stat. 158; Mar. 3, 1909, ch. 269, § 1, 35 Stat. 838; Mar. 3, 
1911, ch. 231, § 5a, as added Jan. 20, 1944, ch. 3, § 1(a), (b), 
(c), (d), 58 Stat. 5, 6, 7; Mar. 4, 1921, ch. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 
1412; July 9, 1921, ch. 42, § 313, 42 Stat. 119; June 1, 1922, 
ch. 204, title II, 42 Stat. 614, 616; Jan. 3, 1923, ch. 21, title 
II, 52 Stat. 1084; Feb. 12, 1925, ch. 220, 43 Stat. 890). 

Section consolidates section 9a(a), (b), (c), (d) of title 
28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., and part of section 644 of title 48, 
U.S.C., 1940 ed., relating to reporters. 

The provisions of section 644 of title 48, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., Territories and Insular Possessions, relating to 
clerks and deputy clerks, were incorporated in section 
751 of this title. The provision of said section 644 fixing 
the salary of the reporter at $1,200 per annum was omit-
ted as inconsistent with this section. Certain other pro-
visions of said section 644 were also omitted. (See revis-
er’s note under section 751 of this title.) 

Words ‘‘including the District Court of the United 
States for the District of Columbia, and the district 
courts in the territories and insular possessions’’ were 
omitted as covered by ‘‘Each district court in the 
United States, the District Court for the Territory of 
Alaska, the United States District Court for the Dis-
trict of the Canal Zone, and the District Court of the 
Virgin Islands.’’ (See reviser’s note under section 88 of 
this title.) The courts in Hawaii and Puerto Rico are 
district courts of the United States under definitive 
section 451 of this title. 

Words ‘‘for the performance of the duties combined’’ 
were substituted for ‘‘therefor, as provided by sub-
section (c) hereof, any provision of law to the contrary 
notwithstanding’’. 

Subsections (e) and (f) of this section incorporate 
part of the provisions of subsection 9a(c) of title 28, 
U.S.C., 1940 ed. The other provisions of said subsection 
are incorporated in sections 550 [see Prior Provisions 
note under that section] and 1915 of this title. 

The last paragraph of subsection (b) of this section 
was revised to conform with the language of section 556 

of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., providing for inspection of 
books in the offices of clerks of district courts. Such 
section 556 will be omitted, however, as more properly 
coverable by rule of court. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Criminal Justice Act, referred to in subsec. (f), 
probably means Pub. L. 88–455, Aug. 20, 1964, 78 Stat. 
552, as amended, known as the Criminal Justice Act of 
1964, which is classified to section 3006A of Title 18, 
Crimes and Criminal Procedure, and provisions set out 
as notes under section 3006A of Title 18. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 104–317 inserted ‘‘For the 
purposes of subchapter III of chapter 83 of title 5 and 
chapter 84 of such title, a reporter shall be considered 
a full-time employee during any pay period for which a 
reporter receives a salary at the annual salary rate 
fixed for a full-time reporter under the preceding sen-
tence.’’ after first sentence. 

1982—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97–164, amended subsec. (b) 
generally, substituting provisions permitting proceed-
ings to be recorded using electronic sound recording, or 
any other method, subject to the approval and author-
ization of the Judicial Conference and of the presiding 
judge, for provisions requiring that an official court re-
porter attend each session of the court and every other 
proceeding designated by rule or order of the court or 
one of the judges. 

1970—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 91–272, § 14(1), struck out 
provisions limiting to the $3,000 to $7,630 range the an-
nual salary paid to reporters. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 91–545 restricted authorization of 
United States to pay fees for transcripts furnished in 
criminal proceedings to transcripts furnished to per-
sons proceeding under the Criminal Justice Act. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 91–272, § 14(2), added subsec. (g) 
1965—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 89–163 made provision for re-

cording of proceedings in United States District Courts 
by means of electronic sound recording devices, made 
subject to the Judicial Conference the types of elec-
tronic sound recording means used by the reporters, 
made electronic sound recordings of proceedings on ar-
raignment, plea, and sentence in a criminal case when 
properly certified by the court reporter admissible evi-
dence to establish the record of that part of the pro-
ceedings, required the transcribing of arraignments in 
addition to the criminal proceedings already required 
to be transcribed, and waived the transcribing require-
ment for arraignments, pleas, and sentencing proceed-
ings when such proceedings have been electronically re-
corded and such records certified and filed as provided 
in this subsection. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 89–167 provided for payment by 
United States of fees for transcripts furnished in pro-
ceedings brought under section 2255 of this title to per-
sons permitted to sue or appeal in forma pauperis if 
trial judge or a circuit judge certifies that the suit or 
appeal is not frivolous and that the transcript is needed 
to decide the issue presented by the suit or appeal. 

1960—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 86–568 increased maximum 
annual salary from $7,095 to $7,630. 

1958—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 85–508 struck out provisions 
which related to District Court for Territory of Alaska. 
See section 81A of this title which establishes a United 
States District Court for State of Alaska. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 85–462 increased maximum annual 
salary from $6,450 to $7,095. 

1955—Subsec. (e). Act June 28, 1955, increased maxi-
mum annual salary from $6,000 to $6,450. 

1951—Subsec. (a). Act Oct. 31, 1951, inserted reference 
to District Court of Guam in first par. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 
section 171 of this title. 
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1960 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 86–568 effective on the first 
day of the first pay period which begins on or after 
July 1, 1960, see section 122 of Pub. L. 86–568. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1958 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 85–508 effective Jan. 3, 1959, on 
admission of Alaska into the Union pursuant to Proc. 
No. 3269, Jan. 3, 1959, 24 F.R. 81, 73 Stat. c16, as required 
by sections 1 and 8(c) of Pub. L. 85–508, see Pub. L. 
85–508, set out as a note preceding section 21 of Title 48, 
Territories and Insular Possessions. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Section 401(b) of Pub. L. 97–164 provided that: ‘‘The 
regulations promulgated by the Judicial Conference 
pursuant to subsection (b) of section 753 of title 28, as 
amended by subsection (a) of this section, shall not 
take effect before one year after the effective date of 
this Act [Oct. 1, 1982]. During the one-year period after 
the date of the enactment of this Act [Apr. 2, 1982], the 
Judicial Conference shall experiment with the different 
methods of recording court proceedings. Prior to the ef-
fective date of such regulations, the law and regula-
tions in effect the day before the date of enactment of 
this Act shall remain in full force and effect.’’ 

TERMINATION OF UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR 
THE DISTRICT OF THE CANAL ZONE 

For termination of the United States District Court 
for the District of the Canal Zone at end of the ‘‘transi-
tion period’’, being the 30-month period beginning Oct. 
1, 1979, and ending midnight Mar. 31, 1982, see Para-
graph 5 of Article XI of the Panama Canal Treaty of 
1977 and sections 2101 and 2201 to 2203 of Pub. L. 96–70, 
title II, Sept. 27, 1979, 93 Stat. 493, formerly classified to 
sections 3831 and 3841 to 3843, respectively, of Title 22, 
Foreign Relations and Intercourse. 

SALARY LIMITATION FOR COURT REPORTERS 

1967—Pub. L. 90–206, title II, § 213(c), Dec. 16, 1967, 81 
Stat. 635, inserted a new salary limitation for court re-
porters effective the first pay period which begins on or 
after Oct. 1, 1967, which reflected the respective appli-
cable pay increases provided by section 202(a) of Pub. L. 
90–206 in corresponding rates of compensation for par-
ticular officers and employees of the government. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–504, title II, § 202(c), July 18, 1966, 80 
Stat. 294, inserted a new salary limitation for court re-
porters effective the first pay period which begins on or 
after July 1, 1966, which reflected the respective appli-
cable pay increases provided by section 102(a) of title I 
of Pub. L. 89–504 in corresponding rates of compensa-
tion for particular officers and employees of the gov-
ernment. 

1965—Pub. L. 89–301, § 12(c), Oct. 29, 1965, 79 Stat. 1122, 
inserted a new salary limitation for court reporters 
which reflected the applicable pay increases provided 
by section 2(a) of Pub. L. 89–301 in corresponding rates 
of compensation for particular government officers and 
employees. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–426, title IV, § 402(c), Aug. 14, 1964, 78 
Stat. 434, inserted a new salary limitation for court re-
porters which reflected the applicable pay increases 
provided by title I of Pub. L. 88–426 in corresponding 
rates of compensation for particular government offi-
cers and employees. 

1962—Pub. L. 87–793, title VI, § 1004(c), Oct. 11, 1962, 76 
Stat. 866, inserted a new salary limitation for court re-
porters effective for the pay period beginning on or 
after Oct. 11, 1962, and ending immediately prior to the 
first pay period beginning on or after Jan. 1, 1964, and 
provided for a second salary limitation effective for the 
first pay period beginning on or after Jan. 1, 1964, which 
reflected applicable pay increases provided by title II of 
Pub. L. 87–793 in corresponding rates of compensation 
for particular government officers and employees. 

§ 754. Receivers of property in different districts 

A receiver appointed in any civil action or 
proceeding involving property, real, personal or 
mixed, situated in different districts shall, upon 
giving bond as required by the court, be vested 
with complete jurisdiction and control of all 
such property with the right to take possession 
thereof. 

He shall have capacity to sue in any district 
without ancillary appointment, and may be sued 
with respect thereto as provided in section 959 of 
this title. 

Such receiver shall, within ten days after the 
entry of his order of appointment, file copies of 
the complaint and such order of appointment in 
the district court for each district in which 
property is located. The failure to file such cop-
ies in any district shall divest the receiver of ju-
risdiction and control over all such property in 
that district. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 922.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 117 (Mar. 3, 1911, 
ch. 231, § 56, 36 Stat. 1102). 

Word ‘‘action’’ was substituted for ‘‘suit’’, in view of 
Rule 2 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 

Section 117 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., applied to land 
or other property of a fixed character lying in different 
States within the same circuit. Words ‘‘property, real, 
personal or mixed, situated in different districts’’, were 
inserted to broaden the scope of this section to cover 
all property in different districts without respect to 
situs ‘‘within different states within same judicial cir-
cuit’’. 

The revised section permits the receiver appointed by 
any district court to control all property of the defend-
ant in whatever district the property is situated. The 
provisions of section 117 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., for 
divesting the receiver’s jurisdiction and control of 
property in other districts upon disapproval by the cir-
cuit court of appeals or a judge thereof of the circuit 
embracing the district of appointment was omitted as 
unnecessary in view of sections 1292 and 2107 of this 
title. Said section 1292 provides for review of the order 
of appointment and the directions of the reviewing 
court will control the receiver. 

Provisions of section 117 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
relating to process are the basis of section 1692 of this 
title. 

Under section 117 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., failure 
to file copies of the complaint and order of appoint-
ment in any district where part of the property was lo-
cated divested the receiver of jurisdiction over all the 
property except that part located in the State where 
the suit was brought. This has been changed by limit-
ing the exception to the district where the copies are 
not filed. Obviously the election of the receiver not to 
take control of property in one district ought not to 
preclude his control in those districts in which he did 
file such copies. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

§ 755. Criers and bailiffs 

Each district judge may appoint a crier for the 
court in which he presides who shall perform 
also the duties of bailiff and messenger. A crier 
may perform also the duties of law clerk if he is 
qualified to do so and the district judge who ap-
pointed him designates him to serve as a crier- 
law clerk. A crier designated to serve as a crier- 
law clerk shall receive the compensation of a 
law clerk, but only so much of that compensa-
tion as is in excess of the compensation to which 
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he would be entitled as a crier shall be deemed 
the compensation of a law clerk for the purposes 
of any limitation imposed by law upon the ag-
gregate salaries of law clerks and secretaries ap-
pointed by a district judge. 

Each United States marshal may employ, with 
the approval of the judge, not exceeding four 
bailiffs as the district judge may determine, to 
attend the court, maintain order, wait upon the 
grand and petit juries, and perform such other 
necessary duties as the judge or marshal may di-
rect. 

If the position of crier or bailiff is to be filled 
by the appointment of a person who has not pre-
viously served as either crier or bailiff, pref-
erence in the appointment shall be given to a 
person who has served in the military or naval 
forces of the United States in time of war and 
who has been honorably discharged therefrom, if 
in the opinion of the appointing officer such per-
son is as well qualified as any other available 
person to perform to the satisfaction of the ap-
pointing officer all the duties of the position. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 923; Pub. L. 89–281, 
Oct. 21, 1965, 79 Stat. 1012; Pub. L. 100–690, title 
VII, § 7608(b), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4515.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 9, 595, 596 (R.S. 
§ 715; Mar. 3, 1905, ch. 1487, 33 Stat. 1259; Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 
231, § 5, 36 Stat. 1088; June 1, 1922, ch. 204, title II, 42 
Stat. 617; Jan. 3, 1923, ch. 21, title II, 42 Stat. 1084; May 
28, 1924, ch. 204, title II, 43 Stat. 221; May 14, 1940, ch. 
189, title III, 54 Stat. 204; June 28, 1941, ch. 258, title III, 
55 Stat. 295; July 2, 1942, ch. 472, title III, 56 Stat. 486; 
July 1, 1943, ch. 182, title II, 57 Stat. 286; June 28, 1944, 
ch. 294, title II, 58 Stat. 410; Dec. 7, 1944, ch. 522, §§ 1, 2, 
58 Stat. 796; May 21, 1945, ch. 129, title II, 59 Stat. 184). 

Section consolidates parts of sections 9, 595, and 596 
of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed. The other provisions of such 
sections appear in section 604 of this title. 

Compensation of criers and other court attendants, 
except bailiffs under section 604 of this title, will be 
fixed by the Director of the Administrative Office of 
the United States Courts. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Pub. L. 100–690 struck out third par. which pro-
vided each bailiff an allowance of $6 a day for services 
to be paid only for actual attendance when court was in 
session or judge or jury was present. 

1965—Pub. L. 89–281 inserted provisions to first par. 
permitting a crier to perform duties of law clerk if he 
is qualified to do so and district judge who appointed 
him designates him to serve as a crier-law clerk, speci-
fying that a crier-law clerk shall receive compensation 
of a law clerk, and requiring that only so much of that 
compensation as is in excess of compensation to which 
he would be entitled as a crier shall be deemed com-
pensation of a law clerk for purposes of any limitation 
imposed by law upon aggregate salaries of law clerks 
and secretaries appointed by a district judge. 

§ 756. Power to appoint 

Whenever a majority of the district judges of 
any district court cannot agree upon the ap-
pointment of any officer of such court, the chief 
judge shall make such appointment. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 923.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 375 (Mar. 3, 1911, 
ch. 231, § 260, 36 Stat. 1161; Feb. 25, 1919, ch.29, § 6, 40 
Stat. 1157; Mar. 1, 1929, ch. 419, 45 Stat. 1422; May 11, 
1944, ch. 192, §§ 1, 3, 58 Stat. 218, 219). 

Only part of section 375 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., ap-
pears in this section. The remainder is incorporated in 
sections 136, 294 and 371 of this title. 

The term ‘‘chief judge’’ was substituted for ‘‘senior 
district judge’’. (See reviser’s note under section 136 of 
this title.) 

Minor changes in phraseology were made. 

[CHAPTER 50—OMITTED] 

CODIFICATION 

Chapter 50, consisting of sections 771 to 775, which 
was added by Pub. L. 95–598, title II, § 233(a), Nov. 6, 
1978, 92 Stat. 2665, and which related to bankruptcy 
courts, did not become effective pursuant to section 
402(b) of Pub. L. 95–598, as amended, set out as an Effec-
tive Date note preceding section 101 of Title 11, Bank-
ruptcy. 

CHAPTER 51—UNITED STATES COURT OF 
FEDERAL CLAIMS 

Sec. 

791. Clerk. 
[792, 793. Repealed.] 
794. Law clerks and secretaries. 
795. Bailiffs and messengers. 
796. Reporting of court proceedings. 
797. Recall of retired judges. 
798. Places of holding court; appointment of spe-

cial masters. 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Pub. L. 102–572, title IX, § 902(a)(1), Oct. 29, 1992, 
106 Stat. 4516, substituted ‘‘UNITED STATES COURT 
OF FEDERAL CLAIMS’’ for ‘‘UNITED STATES 
CLAIMS COURT’’ as chapter heading. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–620, title IV, § 416(b), Nov. 8, 1984, 98 
Stat. 3364, added item 798. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–164, title I, § 121(b), (c)(2), (d)(2), (f)(2), 
(g)(2), Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 34–36, substituted ‘‘UNITED 
STATES CLAIMS COURT’’ for ‘‘COURT OF CLAIMS’’ 
as chapter heading and, in analysis of sections in the 
chapter, struck out item 792 ‘‘Commissioners’’ sub-
stituted ‘‘Law clerks and secretaries’’ for ‘‘Stenog-
raphers and clerical employees’’ in item 794, sub-
stituted ‘‘Bailiffs and messengers’’ for ‘‘Bailiff and mes-
senger’’ in item 795, and substituted ‘‘judges’’ for ‘‘com-
missioners’’ in item 797. 

1972—Pub. L. 92–375, § 1, Aug. 10, 1972, 86 Stat. 529, 
added item 797. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–272, § 15(b), June 2, 1970, 84 Stat. 298, 
added item 796. 

1954—Act Sept. 3, 1954, ch. 1263, § 40, 68 Stat. 1240, 
struck out item 793 ‘‘Reporter-commissioners; stenog-
raphers’’. 

§ 791. Clerk 

(a) The United States Court of Federal Claims 
may appoint a clerk, who shall be subject to re-
moval by the court. The clerk, with the ap-
proval of the court, may appoint necessary dep-
uties and employees in such numbers as may be 
approved by the Director of the Administrative 
Office of the United States Courts. Such depu-
ties and employees shall be subject to removal 
by the clerk with the approval of the court. 

(b) The clerk shall pay into the Treasury all 
fees, costs and other moneys collected by him. 
He shall make returns thereof to the Director of 
the Administrative Office of the United States 
Courts under regulations prescribed by him. 

(c) On the first day of every regular session of 
Congress, the clerk shall transmit to Congress a 
full and complete statement of all the judg-
ments rendered by the court during the previous 
year, showing the dates and amounts thereof 
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and the parties in whose favor they were ren-
dered, together with a brief synopsis of the na-
ture of the claims upon which they were ren-
dered, and a statement of the costs taxed in 
each case. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 923; Pub. L. 97–164, 
title I, § 121(a), Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 34; Pub. L. 
102–572, title IX, § 902(a)(1), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 
4516.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 244, 248, 283a and 
289 (Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231, §§ 139, 143, 183, 36 Stat. 1136, 
1142; June 10, 1921, ch. 18, §§ 301, 302, 310, 42 Stat. 23, 25, 
Mar. 3, 1933, ch. 212, title II, § 19, 47 Stat. 1519; May 10, 
1934, ch. 277, § 512(b), 48 Stat. 759). 

This section consolidates a part of sections 244 and 
248 with sections 283a and 289, all of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed. 

Provisions in section 248 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
for distribution by the clerk of copies of the court’s de-
cisions is incorporated in section 415 of this title. 

Certain provisions of section 244 of title 28, U.S.C., 
1940 ed., relating to the bailiff and the chief messenger 
of the Court of Claims, and powers and duties of the 
clerk, his deputies and assistants, are incorporated in 
sections 795 and 956 of this title. 

A provision in section 244 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
relating to the oath of the clerk of such court was 
omitted as covered by section 951 of this title. 

Word ‘‘clerk’’ was substituted for ‘‘chief clerk’’ to 
harmonize with such designation of clerks of all other 
courts. 

Provision that such officers shall be under the direc-
tion of the court in the performance of their duties was 
omitted as superfluous. 

Provision in section 244 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
that the clerk and assistant shall be subject to removal 
by the Court was substituted for the grounds of mis-
conduct or incapacity. This change is in harmony with 
like provisions as to the clerks of other courts. 

Section 289 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., required the 
Attorney General to duplicate the reporting to Con-
gress of judgments which are furnished by the clerk. 
The revised section eliminates such duplication by re-
quiring the clerk to transmit the information to Con-
gress. 

Words ‘‘Director of the Administrative Office of the 
United States Courts’’ were substituted for ‘‘Attorney 
General,’’ in view of the act of August 7, 1939, ch. 501, 
§ 6, 53 Stat. 1226, 28 U.S.C., 1940 ed., following § 446. 

As revised, this section is consistent with similar 
provisions as to clerks of district courts and the courts 
of appeals in chapters 47 and 49 of this title. 

Changes in phraseology were made. 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–572 substituted ‘‘United 
States Court of Federal Claims’’ for ‘‘United States 
Claims Court’’. 

1982—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘The 
United States Claims Court may appoint a clerk, who 
shall be subject to removal by the court’’ for ‘‘The 
Court of Claims may appoint a clerk and an assistant 
clerk, each of whom shall be subject to removal by the 
court’’ and ‘‘The clerk, with the approval of the court, 
may appoint necessary deputies and employees in such 
numbers as may be approved by the Director of the Ad-
ministrative Office of the United States Courts. Such 
deputies and employees shall be subject to removal by 
the clerk with the approval of the court’’ for ‘‘The 
court shall report any such removal and the cause 
thereof to Congress as soon as possible’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Oct. 29, 1992, 
see section 911 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 
under section 171 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 
section 171 of this title. 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 
in subsec. (c) of this section requiring transmittal to 
Congress of an annual statement relating to judgments 
rendered by the court, see section 3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, 
as amended, set out as a note under section 1113 of 
Title 31, Money and Finance, and page 13 of House Doc-
ument No. 103–7. 

[§ 792. Repealed. Pub. L. 97–164, title I, § 121(b), 
Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 34] 

Section, acts June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 923; July 
28, 1953, ch. 253, § 4(a), 67 Stat. 226; Sept. 3, 1954, ch. 1263, 
§ 41, 68 Stat. 1240; Aug. 14, 1964, Pub. L. 88–426, title IV, 
§ 403(h), 78 Stat. 434; Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–681, § 3, 80 
Stat. 959; Dec. 16, 1967, Pub. L. 90–206, title II, § 213(e), 
81 Stat. 635; Aug. 9, 1975, Pub. L. 94–82, title II, 
§ 205(b)(7), 89 Stat. 423; July 20, 1977, Pub. L. 95–69, § 3, 91 
Stat. 274, provided for appointment by Court of Claims 
and compensation of sixteen commissioners. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Oct. 1, 1982, see section 402 of Pub. L. 
97–164, set out as an Effective Date of 1982 Amendment 
note under section 171 of this title. 

[§ 793. Repealed. July 28, 1953, ch. 253, § 6, 67 
Stat. 226] 

Section, act June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 924, related 
to appointment of reporter-commissioners by Court of 
Claims and employment of stenographers therefor. 

§ 794. Law clerks and secretaries 

The judges of the United States Court of Fed-
eral Claims may appoint necessary law clerks 
and secretaries, in such numbers as the Judicial 
Conference of the United States may approve for 
district judges, subject to any limitation of the 
aggregate salaries of such employees which may 
be imposed by law. A law clerk appointed under 
this section shall be exempt from the provisions 
of subchapter I of chapter 63 of title 5, unless 
specifically included by the appointing judge or 
by local rule of court. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 924; Pub. L. 97–164, 
title I, § 121(c)(1), Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 34; Pub. L. 
100–702, title X, § 1003(a)(3), Nov. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 
4665; Pub. L. 102–572, title IX, §§ 902(a)(1), 905, 
Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4516, 4517.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 270 (Feb. 24, 1925, 
ch. 301, § 2, 43 Stat. 965; May 29, 1928, ch. 852, § 711, 45 
Stat. 882; June 23, 1930, ch. 573, § 1, 46 Stat. 799; Oct. 16, 
1941, ch. 443, 55 Stat. 741). 

The first sentence of the revised section makes ex-
press provision for appointment of stenographers and 
necessary clerical employees. 

Other provisions of section 270 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., are incorporated in sections 456 and 792 of this 
title. 

Specific provision for $5 per diem for stenographers is 
omitted as unnecessary and inconsistent with section 
962 of this title. Travel and subsistence allowances of 
Government employees are governed by sections 822–833 
of title 5, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Executive Departments and 
Government Officers and Employees. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘of the’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Pub. L. 102–572 substituted ‘‘United States 
Court of Federal Claims’’ for ‘‘United States Claims 
Court’’ and inserted ‘‘for district judges’’ after ‘‘may 
approve’’ in first sentence. 

1988—Pub. L. 100–702 inserted at end ‘‘A law clerk ap-
pointed under this section shall be exempt from the 
provisions of subchapter I of chapter 63 of title 5, unless 
specifically included by the appointing judge or by 
local rule of court.’’ 

1982—Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘Law clerks and sec-
retaries’’ for ‘‘Stenographers and clerical employees’’ 
as section catchline and, in text, substituted ‘‘The 
judges of the United States Claims Court may appoint 
necessary law clerks and secretaries, in such numbers 
as the Judicial Conference of the United States may ap-
prove, subject to any limitation of the aggregate sala-
ries of such employees which may be imposed by law’’ 
for ‘‘The Court of Claims shall appoint stenographers 
and other clerical employees in such numbers as may 
be necessary each of whom shall be subject to removal 
by the court’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Oct. 29, 1992, 
see section 911 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 
under section 171 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 
section 171 of this title. 

§ 795. Bailiffs and messengers 

The chief judge of 1 United States Court of 
Federal Claims, with the approval of the court, 
may appoint necessary bailiffs and messengers, 
in such numbers as the Director of the Adminis-
trative Office of the United States Courts may 
approve, each of whom shall be subject to re-
moval by the chief judge, with the approval of 
the court. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 924; Pub. L. 97–164, 
title I, § 121(d)(1), Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 35; Pub. L. 
102–572, title IX, § 902(a)(1), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 
4516.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 244 (Mar. 3, 1911, 
ch. 231, § 139, 36 Stat. 1136). 

The provision in section 244 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., that the bailiff should serve 4 years unless sooner 
removed by the court for cause, was changed by omit-
ting the 4-year tenure and removal ‘‘for cause’’ require-
ment. As revised this section conforms with sections 
relating to the similar court officers. 

Term ‘‘chief messenger’’ in section 244 of title 28, 
U.S.C., 1940 ed., was changed to ‘‘messenger’’ as the 
court has but one messenger. 

A provision of section 244 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
providing for appointment of a clerk and assistant is 
incorporated in section 791 of this title, and a provision 
thereof, relating to powers and duties of the clerk, his 
deputies and assistants, is incorporated in section 956 
of this title. 

The second paragraph was added to conform with sec-
tions 713, 755, and 834 of this title. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Pub. L. 102–572 substituted ‘‘United States 
Court of Federal Claims’’ for ‘‘United States Claims 
Court’’. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘Bailiffs and mes-
sengers’’ for ‘‘Bailiff and messenger’’ in section catch-
line and, in text, substituted ‘‘The chief judge of United 
States Claims Court, with the approval of the court, 
may appoint necessary bailiffs and messengers, in such 
numbers as the Director of the Administrative Office of 
the United States Courts may approve, each of whom 
shall be subject to removal by the chief judge, with the 
approval of the court’’ for ‘‘The Court of Claims may 
appoint a bailiff and a messenger who shall be subject 
to removal by the court’’ and struck out provision that 
the bailiff attend the court, preserve order, and perform 
such other necessary duties as the court might direct. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Oct. 29, 1992, 
see section 911 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 
under section 171 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 
section 171 of this title. 

§ 796. Reporting of court proceedings 

Subject to the approval of the United States 
Court of Federal Claims, the Director of the Ad-
ministrative Office of the United States Courts 
is authorized to contract for the reporting of all 
proceedings had in open court, and in such con-
tract to fix the terms and conditions under 
which such reporting services shall be per-
formed, including the terms and conditions 
under which transcripts shall be supplied by the 
contractor to the court and to other persons, de-
partments, and agencies. 

(Added Pub. L. 91–272, § 15(a), June 2, 1970, 84 
Stat. 298; amended Pub. L. 97–164, title I, § 121(e), 
Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 35; Pub. L. 102–572, title IX, 
§ 902(a)(1), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 4516.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Pub. L. 102–572 substituted ‘‘United States 
Court of Federal Claims’’ for ‘‘United States Claims 
Court’’. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘Subject to the ap-
proval of the United States Claims Court, the Director 
of the Administrative Office of the United States 
Courts’’ for ‘‘The Court of Claims’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Oct. 29, 1992, 
see section 911 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 
under section 171 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 
section 171 of this title. 

§ 797. Recall of retired judges 

(a)(1) Any judge of the United States Court of 
Federal Claims who has retired from regular ac-
tive service under subchapter III of chapter 83, 
or chapter 84, of title 5 shall be known and des-
ignated as a senior judge and may perform du-
ties as a judge when recalled pursuant to sub-
section (b) of this section. 

(2) Any judge of the Court of Federal Claims 
receiving an annuity under section 178(c) of this 
title (pertaining to disability) who, in the esti-
mation of the chief judge, has recovered suffi-
ciently to render judicial service, shall be 
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known and designated as a senior judge and may 
perform duties as a judge when recalled under 
subsection (b) of this section. 

(b) The chief judge of the Court of Federal 
Claims may, whenever he deems it advisable, re-
call any senior judge, with such judge’s consent, 
to perform such duties as a judge and for such 
period of time as the chief judge may specify. 

(c) Any senior judge performing duties pursu-
ant to this section shall not be counted as a 
judge for purposes of the number of judgeships 
authorized by section 171 of this title. 

(d) Any senior judge, while performing duties 
pursuant to this section, shall be paid the same 
allowances for travel and other expenses as a 
judge in active service. Such senior judge shall 
also receive from the Court of Federal Claims 
supplemental pay in an amount sufficient, when 
added to his retirement annuity, to equal the 
salary of a judge in active service for the same 
period or periods of time. Such supplemental 
pay shall be paid in the same manner as the sal-
ary of a judge. 

(Added Pub. L. 92–375, § 2, Aug. 10, 1972, 86 Stat. 
529; amended Pub. L. 97–164, title I, § 121(f)(1), 
Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 35; Pub. L. 99–651, title II, 
§ 202(c), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3648; Pub. L. 
102–572, title IX, §§ 902(a), 904(b), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 
Stat. 4516, 4517; Pub. L. 106–518, title III, § 308, 
Nov. 13, 2000, 114 Stat. 2419.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2000—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 106–518 designated existing 
provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

1992—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–572, § 902(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘United States Court of Federal Claims’’ for 
‘‘United States Claims Court’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102–572, § 902(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘Court of Federal Claims’’ for ‘‘Claims Court’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 102–572, §§ 902(a)(2), 904(b), sub-
stituted ‘‘Court of Federal Claims’’ for ‘‘Claims Court’’ 
and struck out ‘‘civil service’’ before ‘‘retirement annu-
ity’’. 

1986—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–651 inserted reference to 
chapter 84 of title 5. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘judges’’ for ‘‘com-
missioners’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘Any judge of 
the United States Claims Court who has retired from 
regular active service under subchapter III of chapter 
83 of title 5 shall be known and designated as a senior 
judge and may perform duties as a judge when recalled 
pursuant to subsection (b) of this section’’ for ‘‘Any 
commissioner who has retired from regular active serv-
ice under the Civil Service Retirement Act shall be 
known and designated as a senior commissioner and 
may perform duties as a commissioner when recalled 
pursuant to subsection (b) of this section’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘The chief 
judge of the Claims Court may, whenever he deems it 
advisable, recall any senior judge, with such judge’s 
consent, to perform such duties as a judge and for such 
period of time as the chief judge may specify’’ for ‘‘The 
United States Court of Claims, whenever it deems such 
action advisable, may recall any senior commissioner, 
with the latter’s acquiescence, to perform such duties 
as a commissioner and for such period of time as the 
court may specify’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘Any senior 
judge performing duties pursuant to this section shall 
not be counted as a judge for purposes of the number of 
judgeships authorized by section 171 of this title’’ for 
‘‘Any senior commissioner performing duties pursuant 
to this section shall not be counted as a commissioner 
for purposes of the number of commissioner positions 
authorized by section 792 of this title’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘judge’’ for 
‘‘commissioner’’ wherever appearing, ‘‘Such senior 
judge’’ for ‘‘He’’, and ‘‘Claims Court’’ for ‘‘Court of 
Claims’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Oct. 29, 1992, 
see section 911 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 
under section 171 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–651 effective Jan. 1, 1987, 
see section 203 of Pub. L. 99–651, set out as a note under 
section 155 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 
section 171 of this title. 

§ 798. Places of holding court; appointment of 
special masters 

(a) The United States Court of Federal Claims 
is authorized to use facilities and hold court in 
Washington, District of Columbia, and through-
out the United States (including its territories 
and possessions) as necessary for compliance 
with sections 173 and 2503(c) of this title. The fa-
cilities of the Federal courts, as well as other 
comparable facilities administered by the Gen-
eral Services Administration, shall be made 
available for trials and other proceedings out-
side of the District of Columbia. 

(b) Upon application of a party or upon the 
judge’s own initiative, and upon a showing that 
the interests of economy, efficiency, and justice 
will be served, the chief judge of the Court of 
Federal Claims may issue an order authorizing a 
judge of the court to conduct proceedings, in-
cluding evidentiary hearings and trials, in a for-
eign country whose laws do not prohibit such 
proceedings, except that an interlocutory appeal 
may be taken from such an order pursuant to 
section 1292(d)(2) of this title, and the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit 
may, in its discretion, consider the appeal. 

(c) The chief judge of the Court of Federal 
Claims may appoint special masters to assist 
the court in carrying out its functions. Any spe-
cial masters so appointed shall carry out their 
responsibilities and be compensated in accord-
ance with procedures set forth in the rules of the 
court. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–620, title IV, § 416(a), Nov. 8, 
1984, 98 Stat. 3364; amended Pub. L. 102–572, title 
IX, §§ 902(a)(2), 906(a), (b), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 
4516–4518.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–572, § 906(a), amended 
subsec. (a) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) 
read as follows: ‘‘The United States Claims Court is 
hereby authorized to utilize facilities and hold court in 
Washington, District of Columbia, and in four locations 
outside of the Washington, District of Columbia metro-
politan area, for the purpose of conducting trials and 
such other proceedings as may be appropriate to exe-
cuting the court’s functions. The Director of the Ad-
ministrative Office of the United States Courts shall 
designate such locations and provide for such facili-
ties.’’ 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102–572, § 906(b)(2), added subsec. 
(b). Former subsec. (b) redesignated (c). 
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Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 102–572, §§ 902(a)(2), 906(b)(1), redes-
ignated former subsec. (b) as (c) and substituted ‘‘Court 
of Federal Claims’’ for ‘‘Claims Court’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Oct. 29, 1992, 
see section 911 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 
under section 171 of this title. 

[CHAPTER 53—REPEALED] 

[§§ 831 to 834. Repealed. Pub. L. 97–164, title I, 
§ 122(a), Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 36] 

Section 831, act June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 924, au-
thorized Court of Customs and Patent Appeals to ap-
point a clerk, assistant clerks, stenographic law clerks, 
clerical assistants, and other necessary employees, and 
set out duties of clerk. 

Section 832, acts June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 924; 
May 24, 1949, ch. 139, § 76, 63 Stat. 101, authorized Court 
of Customs and Patent Appeals to appoint a marshal 
and set out duties of that marshal. 

Section 833, act June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 925, au-
thorized Court of Customs and Patent Appeals to ap-
point a reporter and set out duties of that reporter. 

Section 834, act June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 925, au-
thorized Court of Customs and Patent Appeals to ap-
point necessary bailiffs and messengers and set out du-
ties of those bailiffs and messengers. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Oct. 1, 1982, see section 402 of Pub. L. 
97–164, set out as an Effective Date of 1982 Amendment 
note under section 171 of this title. 

CHAPTER 55—COURT OF INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE 

Sec. 

871. Clerk, chief deputy clerk, assistant clerk, 
deputies, assistants, and other employees. 

872. Criers, bailiffs, and messengers. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–466, § 3(b)(3), Oct. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 
1191, struck out item 872 ‘‘Marshal and deputy mar-
shals’’ and redesignated item 873 as 872. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–417, title V, § 501(16), Oct. 10, 1980, 94 
Stat. 1742, substituted in chapter heading ‘‘COURT OF 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE’’ for ‘‘CUSTOMS COURT’’. 

1959—Pub. L. 86–243, § 1, Sept. 9, 1959, 73 Stat. 474, in-
cluded chief deputy clerk and assistant clerk in item 
871, substituted ‘‘Marshal and deputy marshals’’ for 
‘‘Marshal; appointment’’ in item 872, and added item 
873. 

1949—Act May 24, 1949, ch. 139, § 77, 63 Stat. 101, in-
serted ‘‘; appointment’’ in item 872. 

§ 871. Clerk, chief deputy clerk, assistant clerk, 
deputies, assistants, and other employees 

The Court of International Trade may appoint 
a clerk, a chief deputy clerk, an assistant clerk, 
deputy clerks, and such deputies, assistants, and 
other employees as may be necessary for the ef-
fective dispatch of the business of the court, 
who shall be subject to removal by the court. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 925; Pub. L. 86–243, 
§ 1, Sept. 9, 1959, 73 Stat. 474; Pub. L. 96–417, title 
V, § 501(17), Oct. 10, 1980, 94 Stat. 1742.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on section 6 of title 19, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Cus-
toms Duties (May 4, 1923, ch. 251, § 2, 42 Stat. 1453; Jan. 
13, 1925, ch. 76, 43 Stat. 748; May 28, 1926, ch. 411, § 1, 44 
Stat. 669; June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, §§ 518, 649, 46 
Stat. 737, 762). 

Section is based on the last two sentences of section 
6 of title 19, U.S.C., 1940 ed., which provided for appoint-
ment by the Attorney General in conformity with the 
civil service laws. This and other administrative pow-
ers of the Department of Justice with respect to the 
courts were transferred to the Administrative Office of 
the United States Courts by section 446 of title 28, 
U.S.C., 1940 ed., which is section 604 of this title. The 
revised section vests the power of appointment in the 
chief judge to conform with section 253 of this title and 
rules 5 and 22 of the Rules of the Customs Court adopt-
ed May 29, 1936. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Pub. L. 96–417 redesignated the Customs Court 
as the Court of International Trade. 

1959—Pub. L. 86–243 included chief deputy clerk and 
assistant clerk in section catchline, transferred the ap-
pointing authority from the chief judge to the Customs 
Court, provided for appointment of a chief deputy 
clerk, an assistant clerk and deputy clerks and for 
power of removal and deleted reference to the civil 
service laws with respect to appointments. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–417 effective Nov. 1, 1980, 
and applicable with respect to civil actions pending on 
or commenced on or after such date, see section 701(a) 
of Pub. L. 96–417, set out as a note under section 251 of 
this title. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Section 4 of Pub. L. 86–243 provided that: ‘‘Nothing 
contained in the amendments made by this Act [enact-
ing section 873 and amending this section and sections 
253, 550, and 872 of this title] shall be construed to de-
prive any person serving on the date of enactment of 
this Act [Sept. 9, 1959] as an officer or employee of the 
Customs Court of any rights, privileges, or civil service 
status, if any, to which such person is entitled under 
the laws of the United States or regulations there-
under.’’ 

§ 872. Criers, bailiffs, and messengers 

The Court of International Trade may appoint 
such criers as it may require for said court, 
which criers shall also perform the duties of 
bailiffs and messengers and such other duties as 
the court directs and shall be subject to removal 
by the court. 

(Added Pub. L. 86–243, § 1, Sept. 9, 1959, 73 Stat. 
474, § 873; amended Pub. L. 96–417, title V, 
§ 501(19), Oct. 10, 1980, 94 Stat. 1742; renumbered 
§ 872, Pub. L. 99–466, § 3(b)(2), Oct. 14, 1986, 100 
Stat. 1191.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 872, acts June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 
925; May 24, 1949, ch. 139, § 78, 63 Stat. 101; Sept. 9, 1959, 
Pub. L. 86–243, § 1, 73 Stat. 474; Oct. 10, 1980, Pub. L. 
96–417, title V, § 501(18), 94 Stat. 1742, related to a mar-
shal and deputy marshals, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 
99–466, §§ 3(b)(1), 4, Oct. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 1191, effective 
60 days after Oct. 14, 1986. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–466 renumbered section 873 of this 
title as this section. 

1980—Pub. L. 96–417 redesignated the Customs Court 
as the Court of International Trade. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–417 effective Nov. 1, 1980, 
and applicable with respect to civil actions pending on 
or commenced on or after such date, see section 701(a) 



Page 311 TITLE 28—JUDICIARY AND JUDICIAL PROCEDURE § 953 

of Pub. L. 96–417, set out as a note under section 251 of 
this title. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Enactment of section by Pub. L. 86–243 not to deprive 
Customs Court officers or employees of any rights, 
privileges, or civil service status, see section 4 of Pub. 
L. 86–243, set out as a note under section 871 of this 
title. 

[§ 873. Renumbered § 872] 

CHAPTER 57—GENERAL PROVISIONS APPLI-
CABLE TO COURT OFFICERS AND EM-
PLOYEES 

Sec. 

951. Oath of office of clerks and deputies. 
[952. Repealed.] 
953. Administration of oaths and acknowledg-

ments. 
954. Vacancy in clerk position; absence of clerk. 
955. Practice of law restricted. 
956. Powers and duties of clerks and deputies. 
957. Clerks ineligible for certain offices. 
958. Persons ineligible as receivers. 
959. Trustees and receivers suable; management; 

State laws. 
960. Tax liability. 
961. Office expenses of clerks. 
[962. Repealed.] 
963. Courts defined. 

SENATE REVISION AMENDMENT 

This chapter was renumbered ‘‘57’’, but without 
change in its section numbers, by Senate amendment. 
See 80th Congress Senate Report No. 1559. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–317, title II, § 204(b), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 
Stat. 3850, substituted ‘‘Vacancy in clerk position; ab-
sence of clerk’’ for ‘‘Death of clerk; duties of deputies’’ 
in item 954. 

1972—Pub. L. 92–310, title II, § 206(e)(2), (f)(2), June 6, 
1972, 86 Stat. 203, struck out item 952 ‘‘Bonds of clerks 
and deputies’’, and struck out ‘‘and remedies against’’ 
before ‘‘deputies’’ in item 954. 

1968—Pub. L. 90–623, § 4, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1315, 
struck out item 962 ‘‘Traveling expenses’’. 

1949—Act May 24, 1949, ch. 139, § 78a, 63 Stat. 101, 
struck out ‘‘by clerks’’ after ‘‘law’’ in item 955. 

§ 951. Oath of office of clerks and deputies 

Each clerk of court and his deputies shall take 
the following oath or affirmation before enter-
ing upon their duties: ‘‘I, lll lll, having 
been appointed lll, do solemnly swear (or af-
firm) that I will truly and faithfully enter and 
record all orders, decrees, judgments and pro-
ceedings of such court, and will faithfully and 
impartially discharge all other duties of my of-
fice according to the best of my abilities and un-
derstanding. So help me God.’’ 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 925.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 512 (R.S., § 794; 
Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231, § 291, 36 Stat. 1167). 

Section 512 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., applied only to 
the Clerk of the Supreme Court and clerks and deputies 
of the district courts. 

This section is applicable to the Supreme Court and 
to all courts established by act of Congress. 

The last sentence of section 512 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., reading ‘‘The words ‘So help me God.’ shall be 
omitted in all cases where an affirmation is admitted 

instead of an oath,’’ was omitted as unnecessary be-
cause on affirmation such words would not be included. 
As revised, the section conforms with section 453 of this 
title providing for the form of judicial oath. 

Minor changes were made in phraseology. 

[§ 952. Repealed. Pub. L. 92–310, title II, 
§ 206(e)(1), June 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 203] 

Section, act June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 926, related 
to bonds of clerks and deputies. 

§ 953. Administration of oaths and acknowledg-
ments 

Each clerk of court and his deputies may ad-
minister oaths and affirmations and take ac-
knowledgments. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 926.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 264, 523 and 525, 
section 1114(a) of title 26, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Internal Rev-
enue Code, and District of Columbia Code, 1940 ed., 
§ 11–402 (R.S. § 799; May 28, 1896, ch. 252, § 19, 29 Stat. 184; 
Mar. 2, 1901, ch. 814, 31 Stat. 956; Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 854, 
§ 178, 31 Stat. 1219; June 30, 1902, ch. 1329, 32 Stat. 527; 
Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231, §§ 158, 291, 36 Stat. 1139, 1167; Feb. 
10, 1939, ch. 2, § 1114(a), 53 Stat. 160; Oct. 21, 1942, ch. 619, 
title V, § 504(a)(c), 56 Stat. 957; Feb. 25, 1944, ch. 63, title 
V, § 503, 58 Stat. 72). 

This section consolidates a part of section 525, sec-
tions 264 and 523 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., part of sec-
tion 1114(a) of title 26, U.S.C., 1940 ed., section 11–402 of 
the District of Columbia Code, 1940 ed., 

As respects acknowledgments, sections 264, 523 and 
525 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., and section 11–402 of Dis-
trict of Columbia Code, 1940 ed., referred only to the 
Court of Claims and the District Court for the District 
of Columbia. However, section 555 of said title 28, before 
amendment in 1944, provided for the collection of a fee 
by district court clerks for taking acknowledgments. 
The 1944 amendment provided for the fixing of fees by 
the Judicial Conference of the United States. If nota-
ries and other minor officials may take acknowledg-
ments there seems to be no reason why clerks of Fed-
eral courts and their deputies should not have such 
power. 

Words ‘‘Except as provided in section 591 of this 
title,’’ in section 525 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., were 
omitted. Under such section 591, the provisions of such 
section 525 were inapplicable to the Territory of Alas-
ka, but a later act of June 6, 1900, ch. 786, § 7, 31 Stat. 
324, section 106 of title 48, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Territories 
and Insular Possessions, provided that clerks of the 
District Court for Alaska should perform the duties re-
quired or authorized to be performed by clerks of 
United States courts in other districts. 

Provisions of section 525 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
relating to United States commissioners are incor-
porated in section 637 of this title. 

Provisions of section 264 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
and section 1114(a) of title 26, U.S.C., 1940 ed., relating 
to administration of oaths and acknowledgments by 
judges, are incorporated in section 459 of this title. For 
distribution of other provisions of such section 1114(a) 
of title 26, see Distribution Table. 

Changes in phraseology were made. 

SENATE REVISION AMENDMENT 

Those provisions of this section which related to the 
Tax Court were eliminated by Senate amendment, 
therefore section 1114(a) of Title 26, U.S.C., Internal 
Revenue Code, was not a part of the source of this sec-
tion upon final enactment. The Senate amendments 
also eliminated section 1114(a) of the Internal Revenue 
Code from the schedule of repeals. See 80th Congress 
Senate Report No. 1559. 
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§ 954. Vacancy in clerk position; absence of clerk 

When the office of clerk is vacant, the deputy 
clerks shall perform the duties of the clerk in 
the name of the last person who held that office. 
When the clerk is incapacitated, absent, or 
otherwise unavailable to perform official duties, 
the deputy clerks shall perform the duties of the 
clerk in the name of the clerk. The court may 
designate a deputy clerk to act temporarily as 
clerk of the court in his or her own name. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 926; Pub. L. 92–310, 
title II, § 206(f), June 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 203; Pub. L. 
104–317, title II, § 204(a), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3850.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 8, 222 and 327 
(Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231, §§ 4, 125, 221, 36 Stat. 1087, 1132, 
1153). 

Section consolidates parts of sections 8, 222 and 327 of 
title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed. 

Sections 8, 222 and 327 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., re-
lated only to district courts, courts of appeals and the 
Supreme Court, respectively. This section applies to all 
Federal courts and is in conformity with section 548 
[546] of this title relating to death of a United States 
marshal. 

The provision for continuance of the salary of the 
clerk of the Supreme Court until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualifies was inserted to preserve existing 
law as declared in the unpublished opinion of Chief Jus-
tice Taft, March 23, 1932 (filed in the Department of 
Justice), with respect to a deceased clerk of the Su-
preme Court. 

Other provisions of sections 8, 222 and 327 of title 28, 
U.S.C., 1940 ed., are incorporated in sections 671, 711, 
and 751 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–317 substituted ‘‘Vacancy in clerk 
position; absence of clerk’’ for ‘‘Death of clerk; duties 
of deputies’’ in section catchline and amended text gen-
erally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: 

‘‘Upon the death of any clerk of court, his deputy or 
deputies shall execute the duties of the deceased clerk 
in his name until his successor is appointed and quali-
fies. 

‘‘The compensation of a deceased clerk of the Su-
preme Court may be paid to his personal representa-
tives until his successor is appointed and qualifies.’’ 

1972—Pub. L. 92–310 struck out ‘‘and remedies 
against’’ before ‘‘deputies’’ in section catchline and re-
pealed provisions which related to the default or mis-
feasance of a deputy in connection with the bond of a 
deceased clerk of a Federal court. 

§ 955. Practice of law restricted 

The clerk of each court and his deputies and 
assistants shall not practice law in any court of 
the United States. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 926.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 395 and 396 (Mar. 
3, 1911, ch. 231, §§ 273, 274, 36 Stat. 1164). 

Section consolidates parts of sections 395 and 396 of 
title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed. The remainder, relating to 
United States marshals and their deputies, is incor-
porated in section 556 of this title. 

Sections 395 and 396 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., have 
been extended to include all clerks, deputies, and as-
sistants. 

The revised section substitutes as simpler and more 
appropriate, the prohibition against practice of law ‘‘in 
any court of the United States.’’ (See reviser’s note 
under section 556 of this title.) 

For explanation of provisions omitted from sections 
395 and 396 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., also see reviser’s 
note under section 556 of this title. 

Changes in phraseology were made. 

§ 956. Powers and duties of clerks and deputies 

The clerk of each court and his deputies and 
assistants shall exercise the powers and perform 
the duties assigned to them by the court. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 926.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 221, 244, 304 and 
305 (Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231, §§ 124, 139, 191, 192, 36 Stat. 1132, 
1136, 1144; June 16, 1930, ch. 494, 46 Stat. 589). 

This section contains only a part of sections 221, 244, 
304 and 305 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed. The other provi-
sions of such sections are incorporated in sections 604, 
711, 831, 833, 834, 957 and 1926 of this title. 

Sections 221, 244, 304 and 305 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 
ed., related to the clerks of the circuit courts of ap-
peals, the Court of Claims and the Court of Customs 
and Patent Appeals. 

The phrase ‘‘assigned to them by the court’’ was sub-
stituted for the indefinite provision of section 221 of 
title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., that the clerk of each circuit 
court of appeals ‘‘shall exercise the same powers and 
perform the same duties * * * as are exercised and per-
formed by the clerk of the Supreme Court, so far as the 
same may be applicable.’’ 

This section is new insofar as it affects the Clerk of 
the Supreme Court and clerks of the district courts and 
the Customs Court. Existing law does not prescribe the 
powers and duties of those clerks. The duties of the 
clerk of the Customs Court have been prescribed by the 
rules of such court adopted May 29, 1936. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

§ 957. Clerks ineligible for certain offices 

A clerk of a court or any of his deputies shall 
not be appointed a commissioner, master, ref-
eree or receiver in any case, unless there are 
special reasons requiring such appointment 
which are recited in the order of appointment. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 926; Pub. L. 95–598, 
title II, § 234, Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2667; Pub. L. 
97–164, title I, § 122(b), Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 36; 
Pub. L. 98–353, title I, § 109, July 10, 1984, 98 Stat. 
342.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 127, 304 (Mar. 3, 
1911, ch. 231, §§ 68, 191, 36 Stat. 1105, 1144). 

Section consolidates section 127 with part of 304 of 
title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed. 

Provisions of section 304 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
relating to appointment, powers, duties, and compensa-
tion of the clerk of the Court of Customs and Patent 
Appeals, and table of fees are incorporated in sections 
604, 831, 956 and 1926 of this title. 

Appointment and compensation of masters for dis-
trict courts, see Rule 53(a) of the Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure. 

The words ‘‘commissioner’’ and ‘‘referee’’ did not ap-
pear in section 127 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed. They were 
added to subsection (a) to remove possible ambiguity. 

Words ‘‘by the court or any judge thereof’’ in section 
304 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., were omitted as surplus-
age. 

Words ‘‘or assistant clerks’’ and ‘‘in any case’’ were 
added in subsection (b) to make the section applicable 
to that officer and consistent with the prohibition in 
this section against deputies of district court clerks. 

Minor changes were made in phraseology. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–353 struck out ‘‘district’’ before 
‘‘court’’. 
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1982—Pub. L. 97–164 struck out designation ‘‘(a)’’ be-
fore ‘‘A clerk of a district court’’ and struck out sub-
sec. (b) which had provided that the clerk or assistant 
clerk of the Court of Customs and Patent Appeals could 
not be appointed a commissioner, master, or referee in 
any case. 

1978—Pub. L. 95–598 directed the amendment of sec-
tion by inserting ‘‘or bankruptcy court’’ after ‘‘district 
court’’, which amendment did not become effective pur-
suant to section 402(b) of Pub. L. 95–598, as amended, set 
out as an Effective Date note preceding section 101 of 
Title 11, Bankruptcy. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–353 effective July 10, 1984, 
see section 122(a) of Pub. L. 98–353, set out as an Effec-
tive Date note under section 151 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 
section 171 of this title. 

§ 958. Persons ineligible as receivers 

A person holding any civil or military office or 
employment under the United States or em-
ployed by any justice or judge of the United 
States shall not at the same time be appointed 
a receiver in any case in any court of the United 
States. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 926.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 527 (May 28, 1896, 
ch. 252, § 20, 29 Stat. 184; Dec. 28, 1945, ch. 592, 59 Stat. 
659). 

Provisions of section 527 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
relating to ineligibility of various persons as United 
States commissioner appear as section 631 of this title. 
Words ‘‘janitor of any Government building’’ were 
omitted as covered by words ‘‘person holding any civil 
or military employment under the United States’’ used 
in the revised section. 

The general language of the revised section was sub-
stituted for the provisions of section 527 of title 28, 
U.S.C., 1940 ed., enumerating certain officers and em-
ployees. 

The exception of Alaska by reference to ‘‘section 591 
of this title’’ in section 527 of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
was omitted as surplusage. Alaska is excluded by rea-
son of the words ‘‘any court of the United States’’ 
which are limited by definitive section 451 of this title. 

Changes in phraseology were made. 

§ 959. Trustees and receivers suable; manage-
ment; State laws 

(a) Trustees, receivers or managers of any 
property, including debtors in possession, may 
be sued, without leave of the court appointing 
them, with respect to any of their acts or trans-
actions in carrying on business connected with 
such property. Such actions shall be subject to 
the general equity power of such court so far as 
the same may be necessary to the ends of jus-
tice, but this shall not deprive a litigant of his 
right to trial by jury. 

(b) Except as provided in section 1166 of title 
11, a trustee, receiver or manager appointed in 
any cause pending in any court of the United 
States, including a debtor in possession, shall 
manage and operate the property in his posses-
sion as such trustee, receiver or manager ac-
cording to the requirements of the valid laws of 
the State in which such property is situated, in 

the same manner that the owner or possessor 
thereof would be bound to do if in possession 
thereof. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 926; Pub. L. 95–598, 
title II, § 235, Nov. 6, 1978, 92 Stat. 2667.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 124, 125 (Mar. 3, 
1911, ch. 231, §§ 65, 66, 36 Stat. 1104). 

Section consolidates part of section 124 of title 28, 
U.S.C., 1940 ed., with section 125 of the same title. The 
criminal penalty for violation of said section 124 is in-
corporated in section 1911 of Title 18, Crimes and Crimi-
nal Procedure. 

Section was extended and made applicable to trustees 
and debtors in possession. The provision at the end of 
subsection (a) for preserving the right to a jury trial 
was added to clarify the intent of section 125 of title 28, 
U.S.C., 1940 ed., as construed in Vany v. Receiver of To-

ledo, St. L. and K.C. R.R. Co., C.C. 1895, 67 F. 379. 
Changes in phraseology were made. 

AMENDMENTS 

1978—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 95–598 substituted ‘‘Except 
as provided in section 1166 of title 11, a trustee’’ for ‘‘A 
trustee’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–598 effective Oct. 1, 1979, 
see section 402(c) of Pub. L. 95–598, set out as an Effec-
tive Date note preceding section 101 of Title 11, Bank-
ruptcy. 

§ 960. Tax liability 

(a) Any officers and agents conducting any 
business under authority of a United States 
court shall be subject to all Federal, State and 
local taxes applicable to such business to the 
same extent as if it were conducted by an indi-
vidual or corporation. 

(b) A tax under subsection (a) shall be paid on 
or before the due date of the tax under applica-
ble nonbankruptcy law, unless— 

(1) the tax is a property tax secured by a lien 
against property that is abandoned under sec-
tion 554 of title 11, within a reasonable period 
of time after the lien attaches, by the trustee 
in a case under title 11; or 

(2) payment of the tax is excused under a 
specific provision of title 11. 

(c) In a case pending under chapter 7 of title 
11, payment of a tax may be deferred until final 
distribution is made under section 726 of title 11, 
if— 

(1) the tax was not incurred by a trustee 
duly appointed or elected under chapter 7 of 
title 11; or 

(2) before the due date of the tax, an order of 
the court makes a finding of probable insuffi-
ciency of funds of the estate to pay in full the 
administrative expenses allowed under section 
503(b) of title 11 that have the same priority in 
distribution under section 726(b) of title 11 as 
the priority of that tax. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 927; Pub. L. 109–8, 
title VII, § 712(a), Apr. 20, 2005, 119 Stat. 127.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 124a (June 18, 1934, 
ch. 585, 48 Stat. 993). 

A proviso in section 124a of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
relating to taxes accruing prior to the effective date of 
the 1934 act, was omitted as obsolete. 
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References in section 124a of title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 
to specific officers was omitted as covered by the words 
‘‘Any officers.’’ 

Word ‘‘Federal’’ was added before ‘‘State’’ in recogni-
tion of the liability of such officers for Federal taxes 
under the revenue laws. 

Changes in phraseology were made. 

AMENDMENTS 

2005—Pub. L. 109–8 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a) and added subsecs. (b) and (c). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2005 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–8 effective 180 days after 
Apr. 20, 2005, and not applicable with respect to cases 
commenced under Title 11, Bankruptcy, before such ef-
fective date, except as otherwise provided, see section 
1501 of Pub. L. 109–8, set out as a note under section 101 
of Title 11. 

§ 961. Office expenses of clerks 

Each clerk of court shall be allowed his nec-
essary office expenses when authorized by the 
Director of the Administrative Office of the 
United States Courts. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 927.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 544, 563 (Mar. 3, 
1891, ch. 517, § 2, 26 Stat. 826; Feb. 26, 1919, ch. 49, § 5, 40 
Stat. 1182; Mar. 4, 1921, ch. 161, § 1, 41 Stat. 1412; June 1, 
1922, ch. 204, title II, 42 Stat. 616; May 17, 1932, ch. 190, 
47 Stat. 158; June 25, 1936, ch. 804, 49 Stat. 1921). 

Section consolidates parts of sections 544 and 563 of 
title 28, U.S.C., 1940 ed. For remainder of such sections, 
see Distribution Table. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

[§ 962. Repealed. Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 
1966, 80 Stat. 663] 

Section, act June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 927, related 
to traveling expenses and subsistence for officers and 
employees of the courts of the United States and of the 
Administrative Office of the United States Courts. 

§ 963. Courts defined 

As used in this chapter, unless the context in-
dicates otherwise, the words ‘‘court’’ and 
‘‘courts’’ include the Supreme Court of the 
United States and the courts enumerated in sec-
tion 610 of this title. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 646, 62 Stat. 927.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

This section was included to embrace the Supreme 
Court and all courts under the supervision of the Ad-
ministrative Office of the United States Courts. See 
section 610 of this title and reviser’s note thereunder. 

CHAPTER 58—UNITED STATES SENTENCING 
COMMISSION 

Sec. 

991. United States Sentencing Commission; estab-
lishment and purposes. 

992. Terms of office; compensation. 
993. Powers and duties of Chair. 
994. Duties of the Commission. 
995. Powers of the Commission. 
996. Director and staff. 
997. Annual report. 
998. Definitions. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322, title XXVIII, § 280005(c)(1), Sept. 
13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2097, substituted ‘‘Chair’’ for ‘‘Chair-
man’’ in item 993. 

§ 991. United States Sentencing Commission; es-
tablishment and purposes 

(a) There is established as an independent 
commission in the judicial branch of the United 
States a United States Sentencing Commission 
which shall consist of seven voting members and 
one nonvoting member. The President, after 
consultation with representatives of judges, 
prosecuting attorneys, defense attorneys, law 
enforcement officials, senior citizens, victims of 
crime, and others interested in the criminal jus-
tice process, shall appoint the voting members 
of the Commission, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, one of whom shall be ap-
pointed, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, as the Chair and three of whom shall 
be designated by the President as Vice Chairs. 
At least 3 of the members shall be Federal 
judges selected after considering a list of six 
judges recommended to the President by the Ju-
dicial Conference of the United States. Not more 
than four of the members of the Commission 
shall be members of the same political party, 
and of the three Vice Chairs, no more than two 
shall be members of the same political party. 
The Attorney General, or the Attorney Gen-
eral’s designee, shall be an ex officio, nonvoting 
member of the Commission. The Chair, Vice 
Chairs, and members of the Commission shall be 
subject to removal from the Commission by the 
President only for neglect of duty or malfea-
sance in office or for other good cause shown. 

(b) The purposes of the United States Sentenc-
ing Commission are to— 

(1) establish sentencing policies and prac-
tices for the Federal criminal justice system 
that— 

(A) assure the meeting of the purposes of 
sentencing as set forth in section 3553(a)(2) 
of title 18, United States Code; 

(B) provide certainty and fairness in meet-
ing the purposes of sentencing, avoiding un-
warranted sentencing disparities among de-
fendants with similar records who have been 
found guilty of similar criminal conduct 
while maintaining sufficient flexibility to 
permit individualized sentences when war-
ranted by mitigating or aggravating factors 
not taken into account in the establishment 
of general sentencing practices; and 

(C) reflect, to the extent practicable, ad-
vancement in knowledge of human behavior 
as it relates to the criminal justice process; 
and 

(2) develop means of measuring the degree to 
which the sentencing, penal, and correctional 
practices are effective in meeting the purposes 
of sentencing as set forth in section 3553(a)(2) 
of title 18, United States Code. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 217(a), Oct. 12, 
1984, 98 Stat. 2017; amended Pub. L. 99–22, § 1(1), 
Apr. 15, 1985, 99 Stat. 46; Pub. L. 103–322, title 
XXVIII, § 280005(a), (c)(1), (2), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 
Stat. 2096, 2097; Pub. L. 104–294, title VI, 
§ 604(b)(11), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3507; Pub. L. 
108–21, title IV, § 401(n)(1), Apr. 30, 2003, 117 Stat. 
675; Pub. L. 110–406, § 16, Oct. 13, 2008, 122 Stat. 
4295.) 
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AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–406 substituted ‘‘At 
least’’ for ‘‘Not more than’’ in third sentence. 

2003—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108–21 substituted ‘‘Not 
more than 3’’ for ‘‘At least three’’ in third sentence. 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–294 made technical cor-
rection to directory language of Pub. L. 103–322. See 
1994 Amendment note below. 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–322, § 280005(c)(1), (2), in 
second sentence, substituted ‘‘Chair’’ for ‘‘Chairman’’ 
and in fifth sentence, substituted ‘‘the Attorney Gen-
eral’s designee’’ for ‘‘his designee’’. 

Pub. L. 103–322, § 280005(a), as amended by Pub. L. 
104–294, in second sentence, substituted ‘‘and three of 
whom shall be designated by the President as Vice 
Chairs.’’ for the period at end, in fourth sentence, sub-
stituted ‘‘, and of the three Vice Chairs, no more than 
two shall be members of the same political party.’’ for 
the period at end, and in last sentence, substituted 
‘‘Chair, Vice Chairs,’’ for ‘‘Chairman’’. 

1985—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99–22 struck out ‘‘in regular 
active service’’ after ‘‘Federal judges’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2003 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 108–21, title IV, § 401(n)(2), Apr. 30, 2003, 117 
Stat. 676, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made under 
paragraph (1) [amending this section] shall not apply to 
any person who is serving, or who has been nominated 
to serve, as a member of the Sentencing Commission on 
the date of enactment of this Act [Apr. 30, 2003].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–294 effective Sept. 13, 1994, 
see section 604(d) of Pub. L. 104–294, set out as a note 
under section 13 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Proce-
dure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Chapter effective Oct. 12, 1984, see section 
235(a)(1)(B)(i) of Pub. L. 98–473, set out as a note under 
section 3551 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure. 

COMPOSITION OF MEMBERS OF COMMISSION DURING 
FIRST FIVE-YEAR PERIOD 

For provisions directing that, notwithstanding the 
provisions of this section, during the five-year period 
following Oct. 12, 1984, the United States Sentencing 
Commission shall consist of nine members, including 
two ex officio, nonvoting members, see section 235(b)(5) 
of Pub. L. 98–473, set out as an Effective Date note 
under section 3551 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Pro-
cedure. 

§ 992. Terms of office; compensation 

(a) The voting members of the United States 
Sentencing Commission shall be appointed for 
six-year terms, except that the initial terms of 
the first members of the Commission shall be 
staggered so that— 

(1) two members, including the Chair, serve 
terms of six years; 

(2) three members serve terms of four years; 
and 

(3) two members serve terms of two years. 

(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2)— 
(A) no voting member of the Commission 

may serve more than two full terms; and 
(B) a voting member appointed to fill a va-

cancy that occurs before the expiration of the 
term for which a predecessor was appointed 
shall be appointed only for the remainder of 
such term. 

(2) A voting member of the Commission whose 
term has expired may continue to serve until 
the earlier of— 

(A) the date on which a successor has taken 
office; or 

(B) the date on which the Congress adjourns 
sine die to end the session of Congress that 
commences after the date on which the mem-
ber’s term expired. 

(c) The Chair and Vice Chairs of the Commis-
sion shall hold full-time positions and shall be 
compensated during their terms of office at the 
annual rate at which judges of the United States 
courts of appeals are compensated. The voting 
members of the Commission, other than the 
Chair and Vice Chairs, shall hold full-time posi-
tions until the end of the first six years after the 
sentencing guidelines go into effect pursuant to 
section 235(a)(1)(B)(ii) of the Sentencing Reform 
Act of 1984, and shall be compensated at the an-
nual rate at which judges of the United States 
courts of appeals are compensated. Thereafter, 
the voting members of the Commission, other 
than the Chair and Vice Chairs,,1 shall hold 
part-time positions and shall be paid at the 
daily rate at which judges of the United States 
courts of appeals are compensated. A Federal 
judge may serve as a member of the Commission 
without resigning the judge’s appointment as a 
Federal judge. 

(d) Sections 44(c) and 134(b) of this title (relat-
ing to the residence of judges) do not apply to 
any judge holding a full-time position on the 
Commission under subsection (c) of this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–473, title II, § 217(a), Oct. 12, 
1984, 98 Stat. 2018; amended Pub. L. 99–646, §§ 4, 
6(a), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3592; Pub. L. 102–349, 
§ 1, Aug. 26, 1992, 106 Stat. 933; Pub. L. 103–322, 
title XXVIII, § 280005(b), (c)(1), (3), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2096, 2097.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 235(a)(1)(B)(ii) of the Sentencing Reform Act 
of 1984, referred to in subsec. (c), is section 
235(a)(1)(B)(ii) of Pub. L. 98–473, which is set out as an 
Effective Date note under section 3551 of Title 18, 
Crimes and Criminal Procedure. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 103–322, § 280005(c)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘Chair’’ for ‘‘Chairman’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–322, § 280005(b), (c)(3), amended 
first sentence generally, substituting ‘‘The Chair and 
Vice Chairs of the Commission shall hold full-time po-
sitions and shall be compensated during their terms’’ 
for ‘‘The Chairman of the Commission shall hold a full- 
time position and shall be compensated during the 
term’’, in second sentence, substituted ‘‘Chair and Vice 
Chairs’’ for ‘‘Chairman’’, in third sentence, substituted 
‘‘Chair and Vice Chairs,’’ for ‘‘Chairman’’, and in last 
sentence, substituted ‘‘the judge’s appointment’’ for 
‘‘his appointment’’. 

1992—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102–349 amended subsec. (b) 
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (b) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘No voting member may serve more than two full 
terms. A voting member appointed to fill a vacancy 
that occurs before the expiration of the term for which 
his predecessor was appointed shall be appointed only 
for the remainder of such term.’’ 

1986—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 99–646, § 4, substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 235(a)(1)(B)(ii) of the Sentencing Reform Act of 
1984’’ for ‘‘section 225(a)(1)(B)(ii) of the Sentencing Re-
form Act of 1983’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 99–646, § 6(a), added subsec. (d). 
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